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Summary of Proposal 
This proposal seeks feedback on proposed boundaries and criteria for the regional 
consolidation of Ontario’s 36 conservation authorities. 
 
It is proposed that Ontario’s 36 conservation authorities would be consolidated into the 
following 7 regional conservation authorities: 
 

• Lake Erie Regional Conservation Authority – covers southwestern Ontario 
watersheds draining into Lake Erie, including the Thames, Grand, and 
Sydenham systems, supporting agriculture, industry, and shoreline communities. 
Primarily based on the Northern Lake Erie Secondary Watershed 

• Huron-Superior Regional Conservation Authority – includes watersheds along 
Lake Huron’s northern shore and the Lake Superior basin, supporting 
conservation and flood management across vast northern watersheds. Primarily 
based on the Eastern Lake Huron and southern portion of Eastern Georgian Bay 
Secondary Watershed and in the north the central portion of Northwestern Lake 
Superior Secondary Watershed. 

• Western Lake Ontario Regional Conservation Authority – extends along the 
western Lake Ontario shoreline from Niagara through Halton and Peel, 
encompassing urban and rural watersheds that support the Greater Toronto–
Hamilton corridor. Primarily based on the western portion of the Northern Lake 
Ontario and Niagara River Secondary Watershed. 

• Central Lake Ontario Regional Conservation Authority – covers the watersheds 
from north of Toronto, including parts of York Region, west through Peel Region, 
east through Durham, and into parts of the Kawarthas, balancing urban growth 
and agricultural lands while protecting key tributaries to Lake Ontario. Primarily 
based on the central portion of the Northern Lake Ontario and Niagara River 
Secondary Watershed. 

• Eastern Lake Ontario Regional Conservation Authority – Includes watersheds 
draining to eastern Lake Ontario and the Bay of Quinte, including the Trent and 
Cataraqui systems, supporting a mix of agricultural, urban, and coastal 
communities. Primarily based on the eastern portion of the Northern Lake 
Ontario and Niagara River Secondary Watershed. 

• St. Lawrence Regional Conservation Authority – Encompasses watersheds 
flowing into the St. Lawrence River, including the Raisin and South Nation areas, 
coordinating flood and water management across eastern Ontario. Primarily 
based on the Upper St. Lawrence, Lower Ottawa River, and southern portion of 
the Central Ottawa River Second Watersheds. 

• Northeastern Ontario Regional Conservation Authority – brings together the 
conservation authorities in the northeast, maintaining coordination across large 
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watershed areas and shared northern infrastructure and ecosystems. Its work 
focuses on maintaining healthy waterways, protecting natural habitats, and 
promoting sustainable land and water use across major watershed areas that 
span parts of Northern Lake Huron, the Abitibi, Missinaibi, Mattagami, Wanipitai, 
French, and Upper Ottawa River systems. 

 
No changes are proposed to the overall extent of conservation authority jurisdiction 
within the province, and under consolidation the new regional conservation authorities 
would remain independent organizations operating with municipal governance and 
oversight, in accordance with requirements under the Conservation Authorities Act, as 
administered by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks.    
 
In addition, the important work that conservation authorities do to protect people and 
property from the risks of flooding and other natural hazards will not change. The 
regional conservation authorities would continue to fulfill provincially mandated 
programs such as drinking water source protection under the Clean Water Act, 
managing development and other activities in areas at risk of natural hazards like 
flooding and erosion (e.g., floodplains, shorelines, watercourse and wetlands), flood 
forecasting and warning, and managing their lands and recreational trails so that 
Ontarians have access to local natural areas and outdoor activities. Regional 
conservation authorities would continue to provide additional municipal and other 
watershed programs and services set out under the Conservation Authorities Act.   

 
We welcome your feedback in response to the proposed boundaries and criteria applied 
to inform the proposed boundaries for the regional consolidation of Ontario’s 
conservation authorities. Comments may be submitted through the Environmental 
Registry posting or by email to ca.office@ontario.ca.   
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Boundary Criteria 
Provided below are criteria applied for determining the proposed boundaries for regional 
conservation authorities:   
 

• Maintaining watershed-based jurisdictions – Aligning with natural hydrological 
boundaries to support effective flood and water management, consistent with 
drinking water Source Protection Areas and Regions. 

• Relationships between conservation authorities and municipalities – Reducing 
administrative duplication and overlap for municipalities and conservation authorities 
to simplify accountability and strengthen local partnerships. 

• Balancing expertise and capacity across conservation authorities – Enhancing 
technical skills and resources across conservation authorities to improve service and 
program delivery. 

• Service Continuity – Ensuring uninterrupted delivery of local conservation authority 
programs – including flood forecasting and warning, permitting, and source water 
protection – through and after consolidation. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
King's Printer for Ontario and its licensors, 2025 
 
The maps shown here are for illustration purposes only and are not suitable for site-
specific use or applications. Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
provides this information with the understanding that it is not guaranteed to be accurate, 
correct or complete and conclusions drawn from such information are the responsibility 
of the user. While every effort has been made to use data believed to be accurate; a 
degree of error is inherent in all maps. Map products are intended for reference 
purposes only, and the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks will accept 
no liability for consequential and indirect damages arising from the use of these maps. 
These maps are distributed 'as-is' without warranties of any kind, either expressed or 
implied, including but not limited to warranties of suitability to a particular purpose or 
use. 
 
May Not be Reproduced without Permission. THIS IS NOT A PLAN OF SURVEY. 
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Maps 

Map of Proposed Regional Conservation Authorities 
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Map of Proposed Lake Erie Regional Conservation Authority 
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Map of Proposed Huron-Superior Regional Conservation Authority 

  



9 
 

Map of Proposed Western Lake Ontario Regional Conservation Authority 

 

  



10 
 

Map of Proposed Central Lake Ontario Regional Conservation Authority 
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Map of Proposed Eastern Lake Ontario Regional Conservation Authority 
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Map of Proposed St. Lawrence Regional Conservation Authority 
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Map of Proposed Northeastern Ontario Regional Conservation Authority 
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Listing of Municipalities and Conservation Authorities 
Below are listings of the current conservation authorities that are proposed to be included with each regional conservation 

authority, and of the municipalities that would fall within each proposed regional conservation authority. 

Lake Erie Regional Conservation Authority 
Current conservation authorities that would make up the proposed Lake Erie Regional Conservation Authority include: 

• Essex Region CA

• Lower Thames Valley CA

• St. Clair Region CA

• Upper Thames River CA

• Kettle Creek CA

• Catfish Creek CA

• Long Point Region CA

• Grand River CA

Municipalities that would fall within the proposed Lake Erie Regional Conservation Authority include: 

• City of Brantford

• City of Cambridge

• City of Guelph

• City of Hamilton

• City of Kitchener

• City of London

• City of Sarnia

• City of St. Thomas

• City of Stratford

• City of Waterloo

• City of Windsor

• City of Woodstock

• County of Brant

• Haldimand County

• Municipality of Bayham

• Municipality of Brooke-Alvinston

• Municipality of Central Elgin

• Municipality of Chatham-Kent

• Municipality of Dutton/Dunwich

• Municipality of Huron East

• Municipality of Lambton Shores

• Municipality of Leamington

• Municipality of Middlesex Centre

• Municipality of North Perth

• Municipality of South Huron

• Municipality of Southwest Middlesex

• Municipality of Thames Centre

• Municipality of West Elgin

• Municipality of West Perth

• Norfolk County

• Town of Amherstburg

• Town of Aylmer

• Town of Erin

• Town of Essex

• Town of Grand Valley

• Town of Halton Hills

• Town of Ingersoll

• Town of Kingsville

• Town of Lakeshore

• Town of Lasalle

• Town of Milton

• Town of Minto

• Town of Mono

• Town of Petrolia

• Town of Plympton-Wyoming

• Town of St. Marys

• Town of Tecumseh

• Town of Tillsonburg

• Township of Adelaide-Metcalfe

• Township of Amaranth

• Township of Blandford-Blenheim

• Township of Centre Wellington

• Township of Dawn-Euphemia

• Township of East Garafraxa
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• Township of East Zorra-Tavistock

• Township of Enniskillen

• Township of Guelph/Eramosa

• Township of Lucan Biddulph

• Township of Malahide

• Township of Mapleton

• Township of Melancthon

• Township of North Dumfries

• Township of Norwich

• Township of Pelee

• Township of Perth East

• Township of Perth South

• Township of Puslinch

• Township of Southgate

• Township of South-West Oxford

• Township of Southwold

• Township of St. Clair

• Township of Strathroy-Caradoc

• Township of Warwick

• Township of Wellesley

• Township of Wellington North

• Township of Wilmot

• Township of Woolwich

• Township of Zorra

• Village of Newbury

• Village of Oil Springs

• Village of Point Edward

Huron-Superior Regional Conservation Authority 
Current conservation authorities that would make up the proposed Lake Huron Regional Conservation Authority include: 

• Ausable Bayfield CA

• Maitland Valley CA

• Saugeen Valley CA

• Grey Sauble CA

• Nottawasaga Valley CA

• Lake Simcoe Region CA

• Lakehead Region CA

Municipalities that would fall within the proposed Huron-Superior Regional Conservation Authority include: 

• City of Barrie

• City of Kawartha Lakes

• City of Orillia

• City of Owen Sound

• City of Thunder Bay

• Municipality of Arran-Elderslie

• Municipality of Bluewater

• Municipality of Brockton

• Municipality of Central Huron

• Municipality of Grey Highlands

• Municipality of Huron East

• Municipality of Kincardine

• Municipality of Lambton Shores

• Municipality of Meaford

• Municipality of Middlesex Centre

• Municipality of Morris-Turnberry

• Municipality of Neebing

• Municipality of North Middlesex

• Municipality of North Perth

• Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge

• Municipality of Shuniah

• Municipality of South Bruce

• Municipality of South Huron

• Municipality of West Grey

• Municipality of West Perth

• Town of Aurora

• Town of Bradford West

Gwillimbury

• Town of Caledon

• Town of Collingwood

• Town of East Gwillimbury

• Town of Georgina

• Town of Goderich

• Town of Hanover

• Town of Innisfil

• Town of Minto

• Town of Mono

• Town of New Tecumseth

• Town of Newmarket
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• Town of Richmond Hill

• Town of Saugeen Shores

• Town of Shelburne

• Town of South Bruce Peninsula

• Town of The Blue Mountains

• Town of Wasaga Beach

• Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville

• Township of Adelaide Metcalfe

• Township of Adjala-Tosorontio

• Township of Amaranth

• Township of Ashfield-Colborne-

Wawanosh

• Township of Brock

• Township of Chatsworth

• Township of Clearview

• Township of Conmee

• Township of Dorion

• Township of Essa

• Township of Georgian Bluffs

• Township of Gillies

• Township of Howick

• Township of Huron-Kinloss

• Township of King

• Township of Lucan Biddulph

• Township of Mapleton

• Township of Melancthon

• Township of Mulmur

• Township of North Huron

• Township of O’Connor

• Township of Oro-Medonte

• Township of Perth East

• Township of Perth South

• Township of Ramara

• Township of Scugog

• Township of Southgate

• Township of Springwater

• Township of Uxbridge

• Township of Warwick

• Township of Wellington North

Western Lake Ontario Regional Conservation Authority 
Current conservation authorities that would make up the proposed Western Lake Ontario Regional Conservation Authority 

include: 

• Niagara Peninsula CA

• Hamilton Region CA

• Halton Region CA

• Credit Valley CA

Municipalities that would fall within up the proposed Western Lake Ontario Regional Conservation Authority include: 

• City of Brampton

• City of Burlington

• City of Hamilton

• City of Mississauga

• City of Niagara Falls

• City of Port Colborne

• City of St. Catharines

• City of Thorold

• City of Toronto

• City of Welland

• Haldimand County

• Town of Caledon

• Town of Erin

• Town of Fort Erie

• Town of Grimsby

• Town of Halton Hills

• Town of Lincoln

• Town of Milton

• Town of Mono

• Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake

• Town of Oakville

• Town of Orangeville

• Town of Pelham

• Township of Amaranth
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• Township of East Garafraxa

• Township of Puslinch

• Township of Wainfleet

• Township of West Lincoln

Central Lake Ontario Regional Conservation Authority 

Current conservation authorities that would make up the proposed Central Lake Ontario Regional Conservation Authority 

include: 

• Toronto and Region CA

Municipalities that would fall within the proposed Central Lake Ontario Regional Conservation Authority include: 

• City of Brampton

• City of Markham

• City of Mississauga

• City of Pickering

• City of Toronto

• City of Vaughan

• Town of Ajax

• Town of Aurora

• Town of Caledon

• Town of Mono

• Town of New Tecumseth

• Town of Richmond Hill

• Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville

• Township of Adjala-Tosorontio

• Township of King

• Township of Scugog

• Township of Uxbridge

Eastern Lake Ontario Regional Conservation Authority 

Current conservation authorities that would make up the proposed Eastern Lake Ontario Regional Conservation Authority 

include: 

• Central Lake Ontario CA

• Kawartha Region CA

• Otonobee Region CA

• Ganaraska Region CA

• Lower Trent Region CA

• Crowe Valley CA

• Quinte Region CA

Municipalities that would fall within the proposed Eastern Lake Ontario Regional Conservation Authority include: 

• City of Belleville

• City of Kawartha Lakes

• City of Oshawa

• City of Peterborough

• City of Pickering

• City of Quinte West

• County of Prince Edward County

• Municipality of Brighton

• Municipality of Centre Hastings

• Municipality of Clarington

• Municipality of Hastings Highlands

• Municipality of highlands East

• Municipality of Marmora and Lake

• Municipality of Port Hope

• Municipality of Trent Hills
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• Municipality of Trent Lakes

• Municipality of Tweed

• Town of Ajax

• Town of Cobourg

• Town of Deseronto

• Town of Greater Napanee

• Town of Whitby

• Township of Addington Highlands

• Township of Alnwick/Haldimand

• Township of Asphodel-Norwood

• Township of Brock

• Township of Cavan Monaghan

• Township of Central Frontenac

• Township of Cramahe

• Township of Douro-Dummer

• Township of Faraday

• Township of Hamilton

• Township of Havelock-Belmont-Methuen

• Township of Limerick

• Township of Loyalist

• Township of Madoc

• Township of North Frontenac

• Township of North Kawartha

• Township of Otonabee-South Monaghan

• Township of Scugog

• Township of Selwyn

• Township of South Frontenac

• Township of Stirling-Rawdon

• Township of Stone Mills

• Township of Tudor and Cashel

• Township of Tyendinaga

• Township of Uxbridge

• Township of Wollaston

St. Lawrence Regional Conservation Authority 

Current conservation authorities that would make up the proposed St. Lawrence Regional Conservation Authority include: 

• Cataraqui Region CA

• Rideau Valley CA

• Mississippi Valley CA

• South Nation River CA

• Raisin Region CA

Municipalities that would fall within the proposed St. Lawrence Regional Conservation Authority include: 

• City of Brockville

• City of Clarence-Rockland

• City of Cornwall

• City of Kingston

• City of Ottawa

• Municipality of Mississippi Mills

• Municipality of North Grenville

• Municipality of South Dundas

• Municipality of The Nation

• Town of Carleton Place

• Town of Gananoque

• Town of Greater Napanee

• Town of Perth

• Town of Smiths Falls

• Township of Addington Highlands

• Township of Alfred and Plantagenet

• Township of Athens

• Township of Augusta

• Township of Beckwith

• Township of Central Frontenac

• Township of Champlain

• Township of Drummond/North 

Elmsley

• Township of Edwardsburgh/Cardinal

• Township of Elizabethtown-Kitley

• Township of Front of Yonge

• Township of Greater Madawaska

• Township of Lanark Highlands

• Township of Leeds and the Thousand 
Islands

• Township of Loyalist

• Township of Montague

• Township of North Dundas

• Township of North Frontenac

• Township of North Glengarry
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• Township of North Stormont

• Township of Rideau Lakes

• Township of Russell

• Township of South Frontenac

• Township of South Glengarry

• Township of South Stormont

• Township of Stone Mills

• Township of Tay Valley

• Village of Casselman

• Village of Merrickville-Wolford

• Village of Westport

Northeastern Ontario Regional Conservation Authority 

Current conservation authorities that would make up the proposed Northeastern Ontario Regional Conservation Authority 

include: 

• Nickel District CA

• Sault Ste. Marie Region CA

• Mattagami Region CA

• North Bay-Mattawa CA

Municipalities that would fall within the proposed Northeastern Regional Conservation Authority include: 

• City of Greater Sudbury

• City of North Bay

• City of Sault Ste. Marie

• City of Timmins

• Municipality of Callander

• Municipality of Powassan

• Municipality of East Ferris

• Town of Iroquois Falls

• Town of Mattawa

• Township of Black River-Matheson

• Township of Bonfield

• Township of Calvin

• Township of Chisholm

• Township of Matachewan

• Township of Mattawan

• Township of Nairn and Hyman

• Township of Nipissing

• Township of Papineau-Cameron

• Township of Prince
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