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1 INTRODUCTION

The Background Information document for Queen Elizabeth Il Wildlands Provincial Park (QEIl)
was originally published in 2006; since that time additional information relevant to an
understanding of the ecology, values, and pressures of QEIll has become available. The purpose
of this amendment is to update the information that may be useful for the park management
planning process.

Additions or revisions to information in the Background Information document are provided in:

e Section 2.0 TABLES
o Table 6: Description of all amendments.
o Table 7: Species at Risk and Additional Species Identified in QEIl. Since 2006,
additional species records for the park have been accumulated through life
science surveys, citizen science databases (e.g. eBird), and historical files.

e Section 3.0 FIGURES
o Figures 1 —7: Revisions to figures that were presented in the 2006 Background
Information document.

At the time of regulation as a provincial park (2002) and writing of the original Background
Information document (2006), QEll was administered by the Central Zone of Ontario Parks.

Due to changes in the organizational structure of Ontario Parks, QEll is now administered by the
Southeast Zone.

The current planning process will follow Ontario’s Protected Areas Planning Manual and
Guidelines (2014) and adhere to the Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves Act, 2006
(PPCRA).

1.1 Ecological integrity

The PPCRA identifies Ecological Integrity as a key principle in the planning and management of
provincial parks, that is, the “maintenance of ecological integrity shall be the first priority and
the restoration of ecological integrity shall be considered”. Furthermore, the objectives for
managing provincial parks are listed in the PPCRA as:

1. To permanently protect representative ecosystems, biodiversity and provincially
significant elements of Ontario’s natural and cultural heritage and to manage these
areas to ensure that ecological integrity is maintained.

2. To provide opportunities for ecologically sustainable outdoor recreation opportunities
and encourage associated economic benefits.

3. To provide opportunities for residents of Ontario and visitors to increase their
knowledge and appreciation of Ontario’s natural and cultural heritage.

4. To facilitate scientific research and to provide points of reference to support monitoring
of ecological change on the broader landscape.



2 TABLES

Table 6: Description of Amendments

DATA LOCATION IN DETAILS
BACKGROUND
INFORMATION (2006)
Background Revision to Figures1—-7 | e Figures 1 —7 have been updated and

Information (2006)
Maps

replaced with the following:

o Figure 1: Regional Context

o Figure 2: Boundary

o Figure 3: Significant Features

o Figure 4: Roads and Trails

o Figure 5: Bear Management
Areas

o Figure 6: Registered Trapline
Areas

o Figure 7: Bait Fish Harvest Areas

Indigenous
Communities

Revision to Section 1.0
Introduction

e Ontario Parks acknowledges that the
park is located within the traditional
territory of the Williams Treaties First
Nations, which includes the
Mississaugas (Alderville, Hiawatha,
Scugog Island and Curve Lake First
Nations) and Chippewas (Beausoleil,
Georgina Island and Rama First
Nations). We recognize and respect the
long history of the First Nation and
Métis peoples in the province.

Revision to Section 2.1

e Replace “Minden Area MNR Office in
the Bancroft District and also within the
Parry Sound MNR District, served by the
Area Office at Bracebridge” with MNRF
Bancroft and Parry Sound District
Offices.

e Replace “Central Zone” with “Southeast
Zone”.

e Replace “Cameron Ranch” with Carden
Alvar”.

Access Points

Revision to Section 2.4
Access/Transportation
Routes

e Replace “Many of these roads and trails
are unmapped and their condition is not
known”, with “Many of these trails have
been identified and further data
collection is underway”.




The Ganaraska Trail currently provides
three points of access for hikers, which
doesn’t include the Sadowa access
point.

Replace “public marine access point”
with “boat launch and parking”
Remove “(see Figure 4)”

Potential
Campsites

Revision to Section 3.1
Land Tenure and Section
3.2 Existing Park
Development

In 2008, camping in the Victoria Falls
area became prohibited in response to
significant impacts from overuse,
vandalism and litter.

Potential additional backcountry
campsites have been identified and are
in the process of being assessed.
Backcountry camping is permitted on
designated campsites only. Fires must
be within provided designated fire pits.

Water Control
Structures

Revision to Section 3.1
Land Tenure

There are seven water control
structures in the park: Gold Creek Dam
(Digby Dam), Devil’s Creek Dam
(Lutterworth Dam), Head River Dam,
Crooked Lake Dam, Fishog-Long Lake
Dam and two other small dams.
Replace “The condition of this dam is
unknown” with “This dam will require
replacement”,

Additional undocumented water control
structures may exist.

Land Use Permits

Revision to Section 3.1
Land Tenure

Within the regulated park boundary
there are 44 land use permits (LUPs)
including: 37 for recreational camps and
7 for commercial outpost camps (see
Figure 2). The number of LUPs listed in
the original Background Information
incorrectly included trap cabins.
Replace “Victoria Falls” with “Victoria
Bridge access point”.

Snowmobile Trails

Revision to Section 3.2
Existing Park
Development

A historical network of snowmobile
trails exists in the park. This network
was once very popular, but formal
maintenance and use of these trails
ended in the early 2000s.




One section near Riley Lake and
Lewisham Road is still active.

Potential Portages
and Canoe Routes

Revision to Section 3.2
Existing Park
Development

Additional canoe routes have been
identified and are in the process of
being assessed.

Sustainable portage routes are being
designated and signed.

Ecodistrict
Representation

Revision to Section 5

For protected area planning purposes,
Ontario is divided into 71 ecodistricts
based on landforms and biological
productivity.

The majority of QEll is in Ecodistrict 5E-
8, but some of the park also falls within
5E-11 and 6E-9.

Headwater
Catchment Area

Revision to Section 5.2.4

Watersheds

Replace “Head Creek drains into Balsam
Lake and from there into the Trent River
System”, with “Head Creek drains into
Dalrymple Lake”.

Fire Disturbance

Revision to Section 5.3
Life Science

There are signs of prior logging activity
and subsequent extensive fires in many
areas of the park.

Invasive Species

Revision to Section 5.3

Life Science Features and

Section 8.0 Issues

Invasive species have been identified as
a significant pressure to the natural
resources of the park.

Add Invasive Species to Section 8.0
Issues. The introduction and spread of
invasive species can be related to
increased recreational activities, such as
all-terrain vehicles, and poses a threat
to the ecological integrity of the park.
Measures may be taken to help prevent
invasive species from becoming
established or spreading.

Species At Risk

Addition of Table 7:
Species at Risk and
Additional Species
Identified in QEIl to
support Section 5.3.2
Fauna

Species lists updated based on available
information.

There are now 24 provincial species at
risk known to occur in the park.

Herptiles

Addition of Table 7:
Species at Risk and
Additional Species

Identified in QEIl to

Species lists updated based on available
information.

There are now 32 herptile species
known to occur in the park.




support Section 5.3.2
Fauna — Herptiles

Birds

Addition of Table 7:
Species at Risk and
Additional Species
Identified in QEIl to
support Section 5.3.2
Fauna — Birds

Species lists updated based on available
information.

There are now 161 bird species known
to occur in the park.

Stick Nest Sites

Revision to Section 5.3.2
Fauna - Birds

Some Great Blue Heron rookeries and
stick nests have been identified in the
park.

Mammals

Addition of Table 7:
Species at Risk and
Additional Species
Identified in QEIl to
support Section 5.3.2
Fauna — Mammals

Species lists updated based on available
information.

There are now 32 mammal species
known to occur in the park.

Replace “There are 62 hunt camps
located within Park boundaries as well
as several fly-in camps”, with “There are
37 recreation camps and 7 commercial
outpost camps within the park”.

Trap Cabins, Lines,
and Permissions

Revision to Section 5.3.2
Fauna — Mammals

Replace “There are six Bear
Management Areas, fifteen registered
traplines, and fourteen bait fish harvest
areas within the park”, with “There are
15 registered traplines, 4 bear
management areas, and 10 bait fish
harvest areas within the park”.

Invertebrates Addition of Table 7: Species lists updated based on available
Species at Risk and information.
Additional Species There are now 49 butterfly and 45
Identified in QEll to dragonfly species known to occur in the
support Section 5.3.2 park.
Fauna — Invertebrates

Fish Addition of Table 7: Species lists updated based on available

Species at Risk and
Additional Species
Identified in QEIl to
support Section 5.3.2
Fauna — Fish

information.
There are now 28 fish species known to
occur in the park.

Fish Stocking

Revision to Section 5.3.2
Fauna — Fish

Remove “The upper section of the Black
River has been stocked with Rainbow
Trout in the past”.




Replace “Smudge Lake is stocked every
two years with Splake”, with “Smudge
Lake was last stocked with Splake in
2004”.

Remove “Brook Trout inhabit Lake #46”.
No evidence of this lake in the park.
Remove “Little Gull and Black Lake hold
Lake Trout”, and “Lastly, Rainbow Trout
can be found in Little Gull and Victoria
Lakes”. Black Lake was historically
stocked with Splake, Lake, and Brook
Trout. Little Gull was historically stocked
with Splake and Rainbow Trout.
Stocking proved unviable and was
stopped in the early 1990’s. Surveys
have shown no evidence that any of
these species continuing to persist in
the two lakes. Victoria Lake was never
stocked and there is no evidence of
Rainbow Trout in this lake.

Atlantic Coastal
Plain Communities

Revision to Section 5.3.3
Significant Features

Some Atlantic Coastal Plain
Communities have been identified in
the park.

Atlantic Coastal Plain Communities are
recognized as a significant ecological
feature.

Undisturbed Core
Areas

Revision to Section 5.3.3
Significant Features

Undisturbed areas (areas greater than
100m from road, campsites, building,
etc.) are identified as a significant
feature within the park.

Area of Natural
and Scientific
Interest (ANSI)

Revision to Section 5.3.3
Significant Features

Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest
(ANSI) are areas of land and water
containing natural landscapes or
features which have been identified as
having values related to protection,
natural heritage appreciation, scientific
study or education. Sections of four
identified ANSIs were part of the reason
the park was established.

Provincially
Significant Wetland

Revision to Section 5.3.3
Significant Features

Lewisham Wetland has been identified
as a Provincially Significant Wetland
(PSW).




Critical Landform-
vegetation Types

Revision to Section 5.3.3
Significant Features

The landform vegetation (LV) types that
are present in protected areas are
compared against minimum thresholds
for each ecodistrict. Critical LV types are
those that are under-represented in
protected areas in that ecodistrict or
that would become under-represented
if the individual park or conservation
reserve was no longer protected.

The park contains approximately 105 LV
types including 63 types identified as
critical.

Ice Fishing Revision to Section 6.0 Ice fishing is occurring on Devil’s,
Market Analysis Sheldon and Head Lakes.
Level of Use Revision to Section 7.0 Remove “However, it is not likely that

Constraints and
Capabilities

the park will attract great number of
visitors due to the lack of road access to
much of the site and its rugged interior
terrain. The park also lacks any
developed facilities which limit the
length of time most people are likely to
spend at the park.”

Since 2007, the park has been attracting
visitors despite access, terrain and
facility constraints.

Boat Caches

Revision to Section 8.0
Issues

An authorization rather than a LUP may
be required to cache a boat in the park.
The location of boat caches have been
identified in the park.

Campsite
Development

Revision to Section 8.0
Issues

Section 8 refers to campsite
development, not campground
development.




Table 7: Species at Risk and Additional Species Identified in QEIl

SCIENTIFIC NAME

COMMON NAME

ONTARIO SPECIES AT RISK

HERPTILES

Necturus maculosus

Common Mudpuppy

Ambystoma maculatum

Spotted Salamander

Hemidactylium scutatum

Four-toed Salamander

Eurycea bislineata

Two-lined Salamander

Chelydra serpentina

Common Snapping Turtle*

Special Concern

Trachemys scripta

Red-eared Slider

Emydoidea blandingii

Blanding's Turtle*

Threatened

Plestiodon fasciatus pop. 2

Common Five-lined Skink*

Special Concern

Heterodon platirhinos

Eastern Hognose Snake*

Threatened

Storeria dekayi

DeKay’s Brownsnake

Lampropeltis triangulum

Eastern Milksnake

Thamnophis sauritus

Eastern Ribbonsnake*

Special Concern

MAMMALS

Eptesicus fuscus

Big Brown Bat

Lasionycteris noctivagans

Silver-haired Bat

Lasiurus borealis

Easter Red Bat

Lasiurus cinerus Hoary Bat

Myotis lucifugus Little Brown Bat* Endangered
Myotis septentrionalis Northern Long-eared Bat Endangered
Myotis leibii Eastern Small-footed Bat Endangered
Perimyotis subflavus Tri-colored Bat Endangered
Lontra canadensis River Otter

Martes americana American Pine Marten

Martes pennanti Fisher

Mustela frenata Long-tailed Weasel

Canis lupus lycaon Eastern Wolf Threatened




Vulpes vulpes

Red Fox

Glaucomys volans

Southern Flying Squirrel

Zapus hudsonius

Meadow Jumping Mouse

BUTTERFLIES

Erynnis juvenalis

Juvenal's Duskywing

Hesperia leonardus

Leonard’s Skipper

Hesparia sassacus

Indian Skipper

Polites mystic

Long Dash Skipper

Polites themistocles

Tawny-edged Skipper

Thorybes pylades

Northern Cloudywing

Thymelicus lineola

European Skipper

Pieris rapae

Cabbage White

Colias eurytheme

Orange Sulphur

Feniseca tarquinius

Harvester

Satyrium calanus

Banded Hairstreak

Satyrium liparops

Striped Hairstreak

Strymon melinus

Grey Hairstreak

Lycaena phlaeas

American Copper

Boloria selene

Silver-bordered Fritillary

Boloria bellona

Meadow Fritillary

Coenonympha tullia

Inornate Ringlet

Danaus plexippus

Monarch*

Special Concern

Phyciodes batesii

Tawny Crescent

Phyciodes cocyta

Northern Crescent

Vanessa virginiensis

American Lady

DRAGONFLIES

Lestes congener

Spotted Spreadwing

Lestes vigilax

Swamp Spreadwing

Anax junius

Common Green Darner

Gomphaeschna furcillata

Harlequin Darner




Cordulia shurtleffii

American Emerald

Dorocordulia libera

Racket-tailed Emerald

Gomphus exilis

Lancet Clubtail

Epitheca canis

Beaverpond Baskettail

Epitheca cynosura

Common Baskettail

Epitheca princeps

Prince Baskettail

Libellula quadrimaculata

Four-spotted Skimmer

FISH

Pomoxis nigromaculatus

Black Crappie

Cottus sp.

Sculpin sp

Couesius plumbeus

Lake Chub

Luxilus cornutus

Common Shiner

Phoxinus neogaeus

Finescaled Dace

Margariscus margarita

Pearl Dace

Chrosomus eos

Northern Redbelly Dace

Pimephales notatus

Blunthose Minnow

Umbra limi

Central Mudminnow

Esox lucius

Northern Pike

Culaea inconstans

Brook Stickleback

Coregonus artedi

Cisco

BIRDS

Anas americana

American Wigeon

Anas crecca

Green-winged Teal

Aythya affinis

Lesser Scaup

Bucephala albeola

Bufflehead

Cygnus buccinator

Trumpeter Swan

Melanitta fusca

White-wing Scoter

Ixobrychus exilis

Least Bittern*

Threatened

Accipiter striatus

Sharp-shinned Hawk

Haliaeetus leucocephalus

Bald Eagle

Special Concern

10



Falco columbarius Merlin
Meleagris gallopavo Wild Turkey
Rallus limicola Virginia Rail

Grus canadensis

Sandhill Crane

Calidris pusilla

Semipalmated Sandpiper

Tringa solitaria

Solitary Sandpiper

Larus delawarensis Ring-billed Gull
Chlidonias niger Black Tern* Special Concern
Columba livia Rock Pigeon

Coccyzus americanus

Yellow-billed Cuckoo

Aegolius acadicus

Northern Saw-whet Owl

Asio otus

Long-eared Owl

Megascops asio

Eastern Screech Owl

Strix varia

Barred Owl

Antrostomus vociferus

Eastern Whip-poor-will*

Threatened

Chordeiles minor

Common Nighthawk*

Special Concern

Contopus cooperi

Olive-sided Flycatcher*

Special Concern

Contopus virens

Eastern Wood-Pewee*

Special Concern

Lanius borealis

Northern Shrike

Hirundo rustica

Barn Swallow*

Threatened

Riparia riparia

Bank Swallow*

Threatened

Plectrophenax nivalis Snow Bunting
Cistothorus palustris Marsh Wren
Hylocichla mustelina Wood Thrush* Special Concern

Bombycilla garrulus

Bohemian Waxwing

Certhia americana

Brown Creeper

Anthus rubescens

American Pipit

Vireo philadelphicus

Philadelphia Vireo

Vireo solitarius

Blue-headed Vireo

Setophaga castanea

Bay-breasted Warbler
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Setophaga discolor

Prairie Warbler

Setophaga tigrina Cape May Warbler
Oreothlypis peregrina Tennessee Warbler
Setophaga striata Blackpoll Warbler
Oreothlypis celata Orange-crowned Warbler

Vermivora chrysoptera

Golden-winged Warbler*

Special Concern

Cardellina canadensis

Canada Warbler*

Special Concern

Cardellina pusilla

Wilson’s Warbler

Passerella iliaca

Fox Sparrow

Spizella arborea

American Tree Sparrow

Spizella pallida

Clay-colored Sparrow

Zonotrichia leucophrys

White-crowned Sparrow

Calcarius lapponicus

Lapland Longspur

Euphagus carolinus

Rusty Blackbird

Carduelis pinus

Pine Siskin

Loxia curvirostra

Red Crossbill

Loxia leucoptera

White-winged Crossbill

*Existing park record, species confirmed prior to 2006 but included here as a Species at Risk
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