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Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Ministère de l’Environnement, de la Protection de la nature et des Parcs

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE APPROVAL
NUMBER 8904-DH6L2S

Issue Date: September 29, 2026

Innophos Canada, Inc.
109 Siddall Road
Lowbanks, Ontario
N0A 1K0

Site Location: Innophos Port Maitland
109 Siddall Road , Lowbanks
County of Haldimand,  
N0A 1K0

You have applied under section 20.2 of Part II.1 of the Environmental Protection Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. E. 19 
(Environmental Protection Act) for approval of:

establishment of new industrial stormwater management Works, and continued usage and operation of 
existing sewage works, serving Innophos Canada Inc.’s facility, located at 109 Siddall Road , Lowbanks, 
Haldimand County, Ontario, for the collection, transmission, treatment, re-use and disposal of 
wastewater from approximately 9.74 hectare site area, as part of the site changes including addition of a 
warehouse building/maintenance shop building/pre-fabricated shed, parking areas, and relocation of 
MRO building, comprising; 

PROPOSED WORKS
Proposed new industrial stormwater management Works, serving a drainage area of 1.71 ha (proposed 
roof, landscaped perimeter and asphalt parking area) in an overall site area of 9.74 ha, for the collection, 
transmission, treatment, re-use and disposal of stormwater from approximately 1.9 hectare (including 
existing parking lot area) site area, to provide Enhanced Level water quality protection and erosion 
control, and to attenuate post-development peak flows to pre-development peak flows for all storm 
events up to and including the 100-year storm event, discharging to the Existing Eastern Drainage Ditch, 
as part of the recent site changes including warehouse and maintenance shop addition etc, comprising; 

Southern catchment area (Drainage Areas 201 and 202)
Drainage area 201, comprising of 1.19 ha area (controlled flows from Proposed roof and asphalt 
pavement) through an Oil/Grit Separator and stormwater infiltration tank, and Drainage area 202, 
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comprising 0.52 ha (uncontrolled flows from Proposed roof and landscaped perimeter) area, 
comprising of roof drainage and other surface run off collecting by a collection system and ultimately 
discharging to the eastern drainage ditch, through an Oil/Grit Separator, and stormwater infiltration 
tank;

one (1) oil/grit separator (Stormceptor EFO8 or Equivalent Equipment), located upstream of the 
infiltration tank, having a sediment storage capacity of approximately 14,460 L, an oil storage 
capacity of approximately 1,100 L, and a maximum treatment flow rate of approximately 29 L/s, 
discharging to an infiltration tank;

One stormwater infiltration tank, model Brentwood ST-36, having a total volume of 568.2 m
3
 (with 

an active storage volume of 70.7 m
3
 and dead storage volume of 497.5 m

3
 to be infiltrated), designed 

to provide 100 year post-development peak flow rate control for stormwater to the 2 year 
pre-development flow rate, and to achieve water balance requirements, receiving stormwater from 
the drainage areas 201 and 202, and discharging to the eastern drainage ditch through outlet 
201C-S1, located southeast corner of the property, through a control structure comprising of an 
orifice rated at 123 L/min under a head of 14 cm;

EXISTING WORKS
Existing onsite sewage works, designed to provide storage of excess process water and receive 
stormwater from the above noted Proposed works and from drainage area of 6.4 ha in an overall site area 
of 9.74 ha, for all storm events up to and including the 100-year storm event, for the collection, 
transmission, treatment and re-use of process water, comprising; 

two (2) Existing onsite Lagoons, operating to provide retention time for process water 
settling/clarification of suspended material, add buffering/equalization of water quality, and to 
provide operational storage capacity to manage variable inflows (including stormwater) while 
maintaining stable conditions for reuse, receiving process water at flow rate up to 682 m

3
/day 

(annual average of 218 m
3
/day), approximately 2600 m

3
 volume through a 50 mm pipe, and 

approximately 990 m3 and a 100 year stormwater volume from an area of 6.4 ha, Lagoon 1 (15.2 m 
wide, 33.5 m long and a depth of 3 m) with a storage volume of 1,631 m

3
, and Lagoon 2 (15.2 m 

wide, 33.5 m long and a depth of 2 m) with a storage volume of 1,223 m
3
, each Lagoon having a 244 

cm freeboard,  operating without any outlet under normal operating conditions and designed with 
emergency overflow above 100 year storm event, to underground temporary storage tanks; 

Three underground Storage Tanks with a storage capacity of 300 m
3
 each, connected in 

series/parallel, having a combined storage volume of 900 m
3
 designed to store excess stormwater 

and process water from Lagoons #1 and #2, located north of the Existing Lagoons, receiving 
stormwater and process water without an outlet that is ultimately recycled back to the process via the 
lagoons;
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one (1) perimeter property ditch receiving overland stormwater from 1.99 ha, from the parking areas, 
draining overland east and northeasterly towards the surrounding property ditch, which drains to the 
north intersection of Siddall Road and Feeder Canal Road;

including erosion/sedimentation control measures during construction and all other controls and 
appurtenances essential for the proper operation of the aforementioned Works;

all in accordance with the Schedule A.

For the purpose of this environmental compliance approval, the following definitions apply:

"Approval" means this entire document and any schedules attached to it, and the application;1.

"Director" means a person appointed by the Minister pursuant to section 5 of the EPA for the purposes of 2.
Part II.1 of the EPA;

"District Manager" means the District Manager of the appropriate local district office of the Ministry where 3.
the Works is geographically located; 

"EPA" means the Environmental Protection Act , R.S.O. 1990, c.E.19, as amended;4.

"Existing Works" means those portions of the Works included in the Approval that have been constructed 5.
previously;

"Equivalent Equipment" means alternate piece(s) of equipment that meets the design requirements and 6.
performance specifications of the piece(s) of equipment to be substituted;

"Licensed Engineering Practitioner" means a person who holds a licence, limited licence or temporary 7.
licence under the Professional Engineers Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.28;

"Limited Operational Flexibility" (LOF) means the conditions that the Owner shall follow in order to 8.
undertake any modification that is pre-authorized as part of this Approval;

"Ministry" means the ministry of the government of Ontario responsible for the EPA and OWRA and 9.
includes all officials, employees or other persons acting on its behalf;

"Owner" means Innophos Canada, Inc. and its successors and assignees;10.

"OWRA" means the Ontario Water Resources Act , R.S.O. 1990, c. O.40, as amended;11.

"Proposed Works" means those portions of the Works included in the Approval that are under construction 12.
or to be constructed; 
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"Qualified Person" means a person who;13.

holds a license, limited license or temporary license under the Professional Engineers Act, or a.

holds a certificate of registration under the Professional Geoscientists Act, 2000, and is a b.
practicing member, temporary member, or limited member of the Association of Professional 
Geoscientists of Ontario or 

has a degree in environmental science with relevant expertise, and,c.

shall take professional responsibility for the content and the accuracy of the information submitted to 
the ministry.

"Works" means the approved sewage works, and includes Proposed Works, Existing Works and 14.
modifications made under Limited Operational Flexibility.

You are hereby notified that this environmental compliance approval is issued to you subject to the terms and 
conditions outlined below:

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

GENERAL PROVISIONS1.

The Owner shall ensure that any person authorized to carry out work on or operate any aspect of the 1.
Works is notified of this Approval and the terms and conditions herein and shall take all reasonable 
measures to ensure any such person complies with the same.

The Owner shall design, construct, operate and maintain the Works in accordance with the conditions of 2.
this Approval.

Where there is a conflict between a provision of any document referred to in this Approval and the 3.
conditions of this Approval, the conditions in this Approval shall take precedence.

The issuance of, and compliance with the conditions of, this Approval does not:4.

relieve any person of any obligation to comply with any provision of any applicable statute, a.
regulation or other legal requirement, including, but not limited to, the obligation to obtain 
approval from the local conservation authority necessary to construct or operate the Works; or

limit in any way the authority of the Ministry to require certain steps be taken to require the b.
Owner to furnish any further information related to compliance with this Approval.
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EXPIRY OF APPROVAL2.

This Approval will cease to apply to those parts of the Works which have not been constructed within 1.
five (5) years of the date of this Approval.

In the event that completion and commissioning of any portion of the Works is anticipated to be more 2.
than five (5) years, the Owner shall submit an application for extension at least twelve (12) months prior 
to the end of the five (5) years from the day of issuance of this Approval. The application shall include 
the reason(s) for the delay, whether there is any design change(s) and a review of whether the standards 
applicable at the time of Approval of the Works are still applicable at the time of request for extension, 
to ensure the ongoing protection of the environment.

CHANGE OF OWNER3.

The Owner shall notify the District Manager and the Director, in writing, of any of the following 1.
changes within thirty (30) days of the change occurring:

change of address of Owner;a.

change of Owner, including address of new owner; b.

change of partners where the Owner is or at any time becomes a partnership, and a copy of the c.
most recent declaration filed under the Business Names Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. B.17 shall be 
included in the notification; or

change of name of the corporation, and a copy of the most current information filed under the d.
Corporations Information Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. C39  shall be included in the notification.

In the event of any change in ownership of the Works, the Owner shall notify in writing the succeeding 2.
owner of the existence of this Approval, and a copy of such notice shall be forwarded to the District 
Manager and the Director.

The Owner shall ensure that all communications made pursuant to this condition refer to the number of 3.
this Approval.

CONSTRUCTION OF PROPOSED WORKS4.

Upon the construction of the Works, the Owner shall prepare a statement, certified by a Licensed 1.
Engineering Practitioner, that the Works are constructed in accordance with this Approval, and upon 
request, shall make the written statement available for inspection by Ministry personnel.
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Within six (6) months of the construction of the Proposed Works, a set of as-built drawings showing the 2.
Works “as constructed” shall be prepared. These drawings shall be kept up to date through revisions 
undertaken from time to time and a copy shall be retained at the Works for the operational life of the 
Works.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE5.

The Owner shall make all necessary investigations, take all necessary steps and obtain all necessary 1.
approvals so as to ensure that the physical structure, siting and operations of the Works do not constitute 
a safety, health or flooding hazard to the general public.

The Owner shall undertake an inspection of the condition of the Works, at least once a year, and 2.
undertake any necessary cleaning and maintenance to ensure that sediment, debris and excessive 
decaying vegetation are removed from the Works to prevent the excessive build-up of sediment, oil/grit, 
debris and/or decaying vegetation, to avoid reduction of the capacity and/or permeability of the Works, 
as applicable. The Owner shall also regularly inspect and clean out the inlet to and outlet from the Works 
to ensure that these are not obstructed.

The Owner shall construct, operate and maintain the Works with the objective that the effluent from the 3.
Works is essentially free of floating and settleable solids and does not contain oil or any other substance 
in amounts sufficient to create a visible film, sheen, foam or discoloration on the receiving waters.

The Owner shall carry out and maintain an inspection and maintenance program on the operation of the 4.
manhole oil/grit separator in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendation.

The Owner shall ensure that the manhole for the oil/grit separator remains accessible year-round to 5.
facilitate maintenance access and spill response measures.

The Owner shall ensure the immediate clean-out of the Works after a fuel or oil spill capture.6.

The Owner shall ensure that equipment and material for the containment, clean-up and disposal of fuel 7.
and oil and materials contaminated with such, is on hand and in good repair for immediate use in the 
event of:

loss of fuel or oil to the Works; ora.

a spill within the meaning of Part X of the EPA.b.

The Owner shall prepare an operations manual prior to the commencement of operation of the Works 8.
that includes, but is not necessarily limited to, the following information:

operating and maintenance procedures for routine operation of the Works;a.
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inspection programs, including frequency of inspection, for the Works and the methods or tests b.
employed to detect when maintenance is necessary; 

repair and maintenance programs, including the frequency of repair and maintenance for the c.
Works;

Lagoon water level management procedures and contingency measures to prevent any overflow d.
or discharge to the environment; 

contingency plans and procedures for dealing with potential abnormal situations and for notifying e.
the District Manager; and

procedures for receiving, responding and recording public complaints, including recording any f.
follow-up actions taken.

The Owner shall maintain an up to date operations manual and make the manual readily accessible for 9.
reference at the Works for the operational life of the Works. Upon request, the Owner shall make the 
manual available to Ministry staff.

The Owner shall maintain a logbook or another type of documented record, to record the results of these 10.
inspections and any cleaning and maintenance operations undertaken, and shall keep the logbook or the 
documented record, at the Works for inspection by the Ministry. The logbook or the documented record, 
shall include the following:

the name of the Works;a.

the date and results of each inspection, maintenance and cleaning, including an estimate of the b.
quantity of any materials removed and method of clean-out of the Works; and

the date of each spill within the catchment area, including follow-up actions and remedial c.
measures undertaken.

The Owner shall retain for a minimum of five (5) years from the date of their creation, all records and 11.
information related to or resulting from the operation and maintenance activities required by this 
Approval.

TEMPORARY EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL6.

The Owner shall install and maintain temporary sediment and erosion control measures during 1.
construction and conduct inspections once every two (2) weeks and after each significant storm event 
(a significant storm event is defined as a minimum of 25 millimetres of rain in any 24 hours period). 
The inspections and maintenance of the temporary sediment and erosion control measures shall 
continue until they are no longer required and at which time they shall be removed and all disturbed 
areas reinstated properly.
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The Owner shall maintain records of inspections and maintenance which shall be made available for 2.
inspection by the Ministry, upon request. The record shall include the name of the inspector, date of 
inspection, and the remedial measures, if any, undertaken to maintain the temporary sediment and 
erosion control measures.

EFFLUENT MONITORING7.

The Owner shall, upon commencement of operation of the Works, carry out a monitoring program, and 1.
all samples and measurements taken for the purposes of this Approval are to be taken at a time and in a 
location characteristic of the quality and quantity of the effluent stream over the time period being 
monitored.

Samples shall be collected and analyzed at the following sampling point(s), at the sampling frequencies 2.
and using the sample type specified for each parameter listed in the effluent monitoring table in 
Schedule B.

The Owner shall compare the sampling results with surface water guidelines (Provincial Water Qualilty 3.
Objectives (PWQOs), Canadian Water Quality Guidelines (CWQG)/Federal Environmental Quality 
Guidelines (FEQG), whichever is a more recent Federal Guideline.

The methods and protocols for sampling, analysis, toxicity testing, and recording shall conform, in order 4.
of precedence, to the methods and protocols specified in the following:

the Ministry's publication "Protocol for the Sampling and Analysis of Industrial/Municipal a.
Wastewater Version 2.0" (January 2016), PIBS 2724e02, as amended;

the publication "Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater" (21st edition) b.
as amended from time to time by more recently published editions;

for any parameters not mentioned in the documents referenced in Paragraphs 3.a and 3.b, the c.
written approval of the District Manager shall be obtained prior to sampling.

The measurement frequencies specified in the effluent monitoring table in Schedule B in respect of any 5.
parameter are minimum requirements which may, after three (3) years of monitoring in accordance with 
this Condition, be modified by the Director in writing from time to time.

The Owner shall retain for a minimum of five (5) years from the date of their creation, all records and 6.
information related to or resulting from the monitoring activities required by this Approval.
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REPORTING8.

 One (1) week prior to the start-up of the operation of the Works, the Owner shall notify the District 1.
Manager (in writing) of the pending start-up date.

The Owner shall, upon request, make all reports, manuals, plans, records, data, procedures and 2.
supporting documentation available to Ministry staff.

In addition to the obligations under Part X of the EPA and O. Reg. 675/98 (Classification and 3.
Exemption of Spills and Reporting of Discharges) made under the EPA, the Owner shall, within fifteen 
(15) days of the occurrence of any reportable spill as provided in Part X of the EPA and O. Reg. 675/98, 
submit a full written report of the occurrence to the District Manager describing the cause and discovery 
of the spill, clean-up and recovery measures taken, preventative measures to be taken and a schedule of 
implementation.

The Owner shall prepare performance reports on a calendar year basis and submit to the District 4.
Manager by March 31 of the calendar year following the period being reported upon. The reports shall 
contain, but shall not be limited to, the following information pertaining to the reporting period: 

the collected monitoring data, a summary and interpretation of all monitoring data and a a.
comparison to the applicable guidelines outlined in Condition 7, including an overview of the 
success and adequacy of the Works;

a description of any operating problems encountered and corrective actions taken, including b.
when contingency measures are employed to prevent overflow from the lagoons;

a summary of all maintenance carried out on any major structure, equipment, apparatus, c.
mechanism or thing forming part of the Works, including an estimate of the quantity of any 
materials removed from the Works;

a summary of the calibration and maintenance carried out on all effluent monitoring equipment;d.

a summary of any effluent quality assurance or control measures undertaken in the reporting e.
period;

a summary of any complaints received during the reporting period and any steps taken to address f.
the complaints;

a summary of all spill or abnormal discharge events; andg.

any other information the District Manager requires from time to time.h.
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The Owner shall implement the Monitoring Program for a period of three (3) years, commencing the 5.
date of Approval. After this period, the Owner shall submit to the District Manager, prepared by a 
Qualified Person summarizing and assessing the monitoring data, including any recommendations with 
respect to the continuation of the monitoring program.

LIMITED OPERATIONAL FLEXIBILITY　9.

The Owner may make modifications to the Works in accordance with the Terms and Conditions of this 1.
Approval and subject to the Ministry’s “Limited Operational Flexibility Criteria for Modifications to 
Works”, included under Schedule C of this Approval, as amended.　

Works under Limited Operational Flexibility shall adhere to the design guidelines contained within the 2.
Ministry’s publication “Design Guidelines for Sewage Works 2008”, as amended.　

The Owner shall ensure at all times, that the Works, related equipment and appurtenances which are 3.
installed or used to achieve compliance are operated in accordance with all Terms and Conditions of this 
Approval.　

For greater certainty, the following are not permitted as part of Limited Operational Flexibility:　4.

Modifications to the Works that result in an increase of the approved capacity of the Works;　a.

Modifications to the Works that may adversely affect the approved effluent quality criteria or the b.
location of the discharge/outfall;　

Modifications to the treatment process technology of the Works, or modifications that involve c.
construction of new reactors (tanks) or alter the treatment train process design;　

Modifications to the Works approved under s.9 of the EPA, and,　d.

Modifications to the Works pursuant to an order issued by the Ministry.　e.

Implementation of Limited Operational Flexibility is not intended to be used for piecemeal measures that 5.
result in major alterations or expansions.　

If the implementation of Limited Operational Flexibility requires changes to be made to the Emergency 6.
Response, Spill Reporting and Contingency Plan, the Owner shall, provide a revised copy of this plan to 
the local fire services authority prior to implementing Limited Operational Flexibility 　. 
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For greater certainty, any modification made under the Limited Operational Flexibility may only be 7.
carried out after other legal obligations have been complied with, including those arising from the 
Environmental Protection Act, Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act, Oak Ridges 
Moraine Conservation Act, Lake Simcoe Protection Act and Greenbelt Act 　. 

At least thirty (30) days prior to implementing Limited Operational Flexibility, the Owner shall 8.
complete a Notice of Modifications describing any proposed modifications to the Works and submit it to 
the District Manager.　

The Owner shall not proceed with implementation of Limited Operational Flexibility until the District 9.
Manager has provided written acceptance of the Notice of Modifications or a minimum of thirty (30) 
days have passed since the day the District Manager acknowledged the receipt of the Notice of 
Modifications.

PROHIBITION

The Owner shall ensure that the wastewater Lagoons are operated and maintained such that under no 
circumstance any overflow from the lagoons occurs, or any direct or indirect discharge from the lagoons to the 
environment occurs.
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The reasons for the imposition of these terms and conditions are as follows:

1. Condition 1 is imposed to ensure that the Works are built and operated in the manner in which they were 
described for review and upon which approval was granted. This condition is also included to emphasize 
the precedence of Conditions in the Approval and the practice that the Approval is based on the most 
current document, if several conflicting documents are submitted for review. 

2. Condition 2 is included to ensure that, when the Works are constructed, the Works will meet the 
standards that apply at the time of construction to ensure the ongoing protection of the environment..

3. Condition 3 is included to ensure that the Ministry records are kept accurate and current with respect to 
approved Works and to ensure that subsequent owners of the Works are made aware of the Approval and 
continue to operate the Works in compliance with it.

4. Condition 4 is included to ensure that the Works are constructed in accordance with the approval and 
that record drawings of the Works “as constructed” are maintained for future references.

5. Condition 5 is included as regular inspection and necessary removal of sediment and excessive decaying 
vegetation from the Works are required to mitigate the impact of sediment, debris and/or decaying 
vegetation on the treatment capacity of the Works. The Condition also ensures that adequate storage is 
maintained in the Works at all times as required by the design. Furthermore, this Condition is included 
to ensure that the Works are operated and maintained to function as designed.

6. Condition 6 is included as installation, regular inspection and maintenance of the temporary sediment 
and erosion control measures is required to mitigate the impact on the downstream receiving 
watercourse during construction until they are no longer required. 

7. Condition 7 is included to require the Owner to demonstrate on a continual basis that the quality and 
quantity of the effluent from the approved Works is consistent with the design and effluent objectives 
specified in the Approval and that the approved Works does not cause any impairment to the receiving 
watercourse.

8. Condition 8 is included to provide a performance record for future references, to ensure that the Ministry 
is made aware of problems as they arise, and to provide a compliance record for all the terms and 
conditions outlined in this Approval, so that the Ministry can work with the Owner in resolving any 
problems in a timely manner.
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9. Condition 9 is included to ensure that the Works are operated in accordance with the application and 
supporting documentation submitted by the Owner, and not in a manner which the Director has not been 
asked to consider. These Conditions are also included to ensure that a Professional Engineer has 
reviewed the proposed modifications and attests that the modifications are in line with that of Limited 
Operational Flexibility, and provide assurance that the proposed modifications comply with the 
Ministry's requirements stipulated in the Terms and Conditions of this Approval, Ministry’s policies, 
guidelines, and industry engineering standards and best management practices. 
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SCHEDULE A

Environmental Compliance Approval Application for Industrial Sewage Works dated March 1.
28, 2024 and received on April 17, 2024.
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SCHEDULE B

MONITORING PROGRAM

Sampling Locations: 1. Outlet 201C-S1, for Catchment 201, located Southeast property 
boundary: storm sewer located south of the employee parking area at Gate #3
2. Outlet 203C-S2 (North Corner Ditch) culvert entrance located near the intersection of 
Siddall Road and Feeder Canal Road

Sampling Frequency*: Minimum twice per year following a qualifying rainfall event when 
flow is observed at the outlet. If there is no flow from the outlet pipe at the time of sampling 
and standing water is present, collect a sample in the vicinity of the outlet pipe

Sample Type: Grab

Effluent Parameters: Turbidity, Dissolved Oxygen, Total Suspended Solids (TSS), Total 
Ammonia Nitrogen, Total Metals, Dissolved Metals, Nitrogen, Nitrite, Nitrate, Total 
Phosphorus, Ortho Phosphorus (Phosphorus as Phosphate), Aluminium, Zinc, Copper, 
Manganese, Iron, Molybdenum, Boron, Chloride, Sulfate, Potassium, Hardness, DOC, pH**, 
Conductivity**, Temperature**

* Should sampling on a planned sampling day not be possible due to no flow conditions, sampling should be attempted on a different date for a 
larger storm event (greater than 10 mm)
** Field parameters
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SCHEDULE C　

Limited Operational Flexibility Criteria for Modifications to Works

1. The modifications to Works approved under an Environmental Compliance Approval 
(Approval) that are permitted under the Limited Operational Flexibility (LOF), are outlined 
below and are subject to the LOF conditions in the Approval, and require the submission of the 
Notice of Modifications. If there is a conflict between the Works listed below and the Terms and 
Conditions in the Approval, the Terms and Conditions in the Approval shall take precedence. 

Sewage Pumping Stationsa.

Alter pumping capacity by adding or replacing equipment where new equipment is i.
located within an existing sewage treatment plant site or an existing sewage pumping 
station site, provided that the modifications do not result in an increase of the sewage 
treatment plant Rated Capacity and the existing flow process and/or treatment train are 
maintained, as applicable.

Forcemain relining and replacement with similar pipe size where the nominal diameter is ii.
not greater than 1,200mm.

Sewage Treatment Processb.

Installing additional chemical dosage equipment including replacing with alternative i.
chemicals for pH adjustment or coagulants (non-toxic polymers) provided that there are 
no modifications of treatment processes or other modifications that may alter the intent 
of operations and may have negative impacts on the effluent quantity and quality. 

Expanding the buffer zone between a sanitary sewage lagoon facility or land treatment ii.
area and adjacent uses provided that the buffer zone is entirely on the proponent’s land.

Optimizing existing sanitary sewage lagoons with the purpose to increase efficiency of iii.
treatment operations provided that existing sewage treatment plant rated capacity is not 
exceeded and where no land acquisition is required.

Optimizing existing sewage treatment plant equipment with the purpose to increase the iv.
efficiency of the existing treatment operations, provided that there are no modifications 
to the Works that result in an increase of the approved Rated Capacity, and may have 
adverse effects to the effluent quality or location of the discharge. 
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Replacement, refurbishment of previously approved equipment in whole or in part with v.
Equivalent Equipment, like-for-like of different make and model, provided that the firm 
capacity, reliability, performance standard, level of quality and redundancy of the group 
of equipment is kept the same.  For clarity purposes, the following equipment can be 
considered under this provision: pumps, screens, grit separators, blowers, aeration 
equipment, sludge thickeners, dewatering equipment, UV systems, chlorine contact 
equipment, bio-disks, and sludge digester systems.

Sewage Treatment Plant Outfallc.

Replacement of discharge pipe with similar pipe size provided that the outfall location is i.
not changed.  

Stormwater Management Systemd.

Modifications of Works to service the existing approved drainage area located within the i.
site, provided that there is no increase in the average impervious area established in the 
original design and the discharges from the site will not exceed the attenuated flows 
established in the original design. 

Installation of new oil grit separators.ii.

Sanitary Sewerse.

Pipe relining and replacement with similar pipe size within the Sewage Treatment Plant i.
site, where the nominal diameter is not greater than 1,200mm.

Pilot Systemsf.

Installation of pilot systems for new or existing technologies provided that: i.

any effluent from the pilot system is discharged to the inlet of the sewage treatment 

plant or hauled off-site for proper disposal, 

any effluent from the pilot system discharged to the inlet of the sewage treatment 

plant or sewage conveyance system does not significantly alter the 
composition/concentration of the influent sewage to be treated in the downstream 
process; and that it does not add any inhibiting substances to the downstream process, 
and  
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the pilot system’s duration does not exceed a maximum of two years; and a report 

with results is submitted to the Director and District Manager three months after 
completion of the pilot project.

2. Works that are exempt from section 53 of the OWRA by O. Reg. 525/98 continue to be exempt 
and are not required to follow the notification process under this Limited Operational Flexibility.

3. Normal or emergency operational modifications, such as repairs, reconstructions, or other 
improvements that are part of maintenance activities, including cleaning, renovations to existing 
approved Works equipment, provided that the modification is made with Equivalent Equipment, 
are considered pre-approved. 

4. The modifications noted in section (3) above are not required to follow the notification protocols 
under Limited Operational Flexibility, provided that the number of pieces and description of the 
equipment as described in the Approval does not change.
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Form 1:

This page contains an image of the form entitled "Notice of Modification to Sewage Works". A digital copy 
can be obtained from the District Manager.
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In accordance with Section 139 of the Environmental Protection Act,  you may by written notice served upon 
me, the Ontario Land Tribunal and in accordance with Section 47 of the Environmental Bill of Rights,  1993, 
the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, within 15 days after receipt of this notice, require a 
hearing by the Tribunal. The Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks will place notice of your 
appeal on the Environmental Registry. Section 142 of the Environmental Protection Act  provides that the notice 
requiring the hearing ("the Notice") shall state:

The portions of the environmental compliance approval or each term or condition in the environmental compliance a.
approval in respect of which the hearing is required, and;
The grounds on which you intend to rely at the hearing in relation to each portion appealed.b.

The Notice should also include:

The name of the appellant;1.
The address of the appellant;2.
The environmental compliance approval number;3.
The date of the environmental compliance approval;4.
The name of the Director, and;5.
The municipality or municipalities within which the project is to be engaged in.6.

And the Notice should be signed and dated by the appellant.

This Notice must be served upon:

Registrar*
Ontario Land Tribunal
655 Bay Street, Suite 1500
Toronto, Ontario
M5G 1E5
OLT.Registrar@ontario.ca

and

The Minister of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks
777 Bay Street, 5th Floor
Toronto, Ontario
M7A 2J3

and

The Director appointed for the purposes of 
Part II.1 of the Environmental Protection Act
Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Floor
Toronto, Ontario
M4V 1P5

*  Further information on the Ontario Land Tribunal’s requirements for an appeal can be obtained directly from the Tribunal 
at: Tel: (416) 212-6349 or 1 (866) 448-2248, or www.olt.gov.on.ca

This instrument is subject to Section 38 of the Environmental Bill of Rights,  1993, that allows residents of Ontario to 
seek leave to appeal the decision on this instrument. Residents of Ontario may seek leave to appeal within 15 days from 
the date this decision is placed on the Environmental Registry. By accessing the Environmental Registry at 
https://ero.ontario.ca/, you can determine when the leave to appeal period ends.
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The above noted activity is approved under s.20.3 of Part II.1 of the Environmental Protection Act.

DATED AT TORONTO this 29th day of September, 2026

  

Fariha Pannu, P.Eng.
Director
appointed for the purposes of Part II.1 of the 
Environmental Protection Act

KH/
c: District Manager, MECP  Hamilton District.

Karina Correa, P.Eng., Technical Lead, Onterris


