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May 12, 2023
Public Input Coordinator

MNRF Fish and Wildlife Policy Branch – Wildlife Section 

300 Water Street, 5th Floor, North Tower 
Peterborough, ON K9J 3C7 

Dear Public Input Coordinator:

RE:  ERO 019-3685, Proposal to allow the issuance of licences for new dog train and trial areas and the transfer of licences 
We are writing to you today on behalf of the tens of thousands of members, supporters and constituents of Zoocheck and World Animal Protection to register our opposition to the proposed Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act 1997 amendments contained in Bill 91, Less Red Tape, Stronger Economy Act, 2023. 
Zoocheck is a national wildlife protection charity established in 1984 to promote and protect the interests of wild animals in captivity and free-roaming in the wild. Zoocheck collaborates with a wide range of scientific, academic, NGO, industry, legal and governmental organizations and agencies in pursuit of its goals throughout Canada and abroad.

World Animal Protection is the largest international animal welfare organization with an office in Canada and with more than 160,000 supporters in Ontario. For more than 55 years, we have been working to protect animals through practical, science-based and sustainable solutions. We work with local partners, governments and businesses to find practical ways to prevent animal suffering.
The proposed amendments would facilitate an increase in the number of hunting dog training and trialing compounds (“penned hunts”) in the province through the issuance of new dog train and trial licenses during a one-time 90-day application period and allow for the transfer of licenses to new persons, as long as the new license holder notifies the Ministry.

We believe these amendments would establish a negative precedent and entrench an activity that is not in line with the sensibilities, perspectives and values of most Ontarians and many other Canadian provinces and jurisdictions.
While we have numerous concerns about dog training and trialing, the welfare of the wildlife involved in this activity stands out as one of the most serious concerns. The negative animal welfare impacts when wildlife is chased involves high levels of distress, suffering, physical injury and, often, death. The fact that the activity may occur repeatedly, using the same animals, substantially amplifies the stress and suffering the wildlife experiences. 
Scientists have long ago established that wildlife (including coyotes, foxes and other mammals) possess advanced cognitive, emotional and social capacities, and can experience a variety of negative emotional states, such as fear, anxiety and frustration. Since the wildlife involved in training and trialing will quickly understand the fact that they will be chased again (which they will always perceive as life-threatening), the wildlife will experience constant anticipatory stress as they wait for it to happen. This could reasonably be compared to a chained dog that is beaten from time to time. The dog will be in a constant state of fear and distress because it knows it will be beaten again and that the beating could occur at any time. It is an insidious, chronic form of animal abuse.
We also have very serious concerns about the fact that live wildlife (caught in the wild) can be used in dog training and trialing activities. These animals will not be acclimated to the presence of humans or dogs, so will be additionally stressed and suffer from being held in close proximity to humans and hunting dogs (as well as hearing their barking and other vocalizations and picking up their scent), being restricted to the confines of training and trialing compounds and, of course, by being hunted. 

While dog training and trialing operators are required to provide refuge areas that allow the wildlife to escape from hunting dogs, it is inevitable that some animals will not reach safety in time. The result will be the hunting dogs severely injuring or killing whatever wildlife is caught. The chances of this happening are there every time the wildlife is used.

One of the rationales being used in support of the proposed amendments is to prevent the hunting dog training and trialing industry from going underground. We find that argument overly convenient and grossly flawed. The measures taken by the Mike Harris Conservative government in the late 1990s reduced the number of compounds and paved the way for their gradual phase out of this outdated activity, with the goal of eliminating penned hunting activities in the province and, by doing so, over time, gradually reducing the administrative, oversight and enforcement responsibilities of the government and the costs associated with them. 
As occurs with most activities, there may be a tiny subset of people who continue to ignore the law and who conduct their activities illegally. However, our initial queries suggest this is already occurring and it is best dealt with on a case-by-case basis as it is brought to the attention of enforcement officials. Increasing the number of penned hunt compounds will not necessarily keep the activity from being conducted illegally and, we believe, it may make things worse, since it would create a precedent that this activity is acceptable. That has been our experience regarding other kinds of animal issues in the province. 
Finally, we would like to reiterate our position that penned hunting is an archaic, regressive and cruel form of recreation and entertainment that completely rejects the foundational sport hunting principle of “fair chase.” It has no place in Ontario today. We urge you to maintain the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act 1997 as is by rejecting the proposed amendments. 
Sincerely,
Rob Laidlaw

CBiol MRSB 

Executive Director

Zoocheck Inc.

P.O. Box 1389

Gravenhurst, ON P1P 1V5

rob@zoocheck.com
Michele Hamers

MSc RSci EurProBio

Wildlife Campaign Manager

World Animal Protection

90 Eglinton Avenue East, #960

Toronto, ON M4P 2Y3

michelehamers@worldanimalprotection.ca  
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              Campaigning for the protection of wild animals…
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