Comments from Bass Lake Ratepayers’ Association regarding the recent application to extract water from the Oro Moraine

The Bass Lake Ratepayers’ Association is deeply concerned by the recent application for the Oro Moraine waters to be used to wash industrial aggregate.
     
 Bass Lake is fed primarily by the Oro Moraine aquafer which provides the lake with fresh spring water. Residents of Bass Lake, including the campers and the entire infrastructure of the Bass Lake Provincial Park, rely on the lake for potable drinking water and other domestic purposes. A precedent in this issue was set in 2002 when the OMB ruled against a local water bottling company in its bid to increase their water extraction by ten-fold and to build a water-bottling plant directly on agricultural land above the aquifer. Please open the attached link.

OMB Shuts Off Tap for Water Bottler

Bass Lake has recently been under attack by other elements such as invasive zebra mussels and Chinese snails. Additionally, the lake must continually deal with human impact elements such as lawn fertilizer, phosphates and salt runoff from the roadways which surround the lake.
      
 The recently approved “Trailside Neighbourhood Plan” as part of the Orillia housing spawl, will create an additional 1300 housing units which will be added to the Bass Lake catchment area. This equates to 3,263 additional residents living just 0.2 kilometres to the southeast of Bass Lake. 
   
The company making this application, has applied to extract a vast amount of fresh water in the amount of 7,464 gallons per 24-hour period or 2,687,189 gallons per year to flush their industrial aggregate. They will then return the resultant effluent back to the Oro Moraine. This application causes us grave concern about the future fresh water supply and the sustainability of fish, waterfowl, protected wetland, and all other natural resources who depend on Bass Lake for their existence.     
company-seeks-ok-to-pull-454-litres-of-water-per-minute-from Oro Moraine 

 At the very least, a thorough objective environmental review of this application is necessary before any decision is made. Once our wells start to dry up and the remaining water in Bass Lake becomes unpotable, it is too late! 

“Ontario is committed to protecting these valuable water resources and to ensure confidence in the public that water resources in the province are protected by strong policies and managed sustainably for future generations.”                                         https://www.ontario.ca/page/source-protection

Environmental Committee, Bass Lake Ratepayers’ Association
