Practices for the Collection and Handling of Drinking Water Samples, Version 3.0 Draft 
Comments from the City of Hamilton Environmental Laboratory
Administrative Comments:
2.0 Representative Samples and Representative Data, paragraph 2, missing a word in the last sentence. “These will be discussed in detail in Section 3”. 
3.3 Sample Containers, Container Type, paragraph 2, remove “the” from the sentence, “For these methods, the laboratory will require a specific the type of vial with a Teflon septum cap”.
3.4.3 Sample Preservation, Dechlorination, typo in the following sentence, deepening should be depending, “There are different types of preservatives for this purpose depending on the laboratory and the testing method.
 Items For consideration:
2.0 Representative Samples and Representative Data, last paragraph, last sentence contradicts 5.0 Summary. 2.0 states, “In summary, the test results are only as good as the sample that was collected”. 
5.0 Summary states, “In short, the test results will only be as good as the sample that was tested”.
3.2 Sampling Location, paragraph 1, consider changing sampler to owner/operator as used in other parts of the document.
3.3 Sample Containers, Sample Volume, the document interchangeably uses travel blank and travelling blank, pick one and use it consistently.
3.3 Sample Containers – in our experience travel blanks are not opened in the field. Blanks that ARE opened in the field are called field blanks
3.3 Sample Containers, Sample Volume, paragraph 2, “Travelling blanks are typically high performance liquid chromatography (HPLC)-grade water or equivalent.” However, section 3.4.1 uses the term analyte free water. Recommend the use of analyte free water throughout the document. This term is more generic. 
3.4.2 Sample Filtering
· Consider adding statement: Drinking water samples are not filtered unless required by the method of lab analysis”.  This applies to analytes like DOC or to analytes analysed by IC. The Lab had an inspection finding in 2005 to add the following statement to all of our test methods “ Drinking water samples are not filtered, unless required by the method of analysis as per section 3.7 of the MOE document “Practices for the Collection and handling of DW Samples version 1”.

· Regarding “pre-analysis filtration for non-routine tests”-  please define non routine tests?


· Regarding “This can be applied for using the Drinking Water Laboratory Testing Licence application form”. The link does not open that form, rather it opens a warning that the central forms repository has moved.
Also, currently for dissolved metals, a directors direction form or R&MD form is required to gain approval to test for dissolved metals. This section requires the use of a license application form instead.  Does this mean that labs can once again be licenced for dissolved metals?
3.5 Specialized Sampling Techniques, 3.5.1 Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs), paragraph 2 interchangeably uses travel and travelling blank, pick one and use it consistently.

3.5.2 Microbiological, paragraph 3, “To prevent further bacterial growth in the sample after it has been collected, the sample should be refrigerated and transported to the laboratory on ice, but not frozen”.  However, section  3.7, says “ice should not be used in coolers for micro samples”.  In practice, the verbiage in section 3.7 is correct – ice should not be used
3.5.3 Lead in Plumbing O. Reg 243/07 and Schedules 15.1 and 15.2 of O. Reg. 170/03
Regarding the list of information that should be recorded on either the sample label or on an accompanying chain-of-custody form”, specifically the street address :  If the sample is taken from a sampling station in the  distribution system,  some sampling stations may not have street addresses. For example the location may be Sampling Station King St W opposite Central Park.



