1. Richmond Hill would like to confirmation whether developers are exempt from the EA process even if they are building infrastructure to be assumed by a municipality. This change may be ok for larger developments (subdivisions) since there are more in-depth processes (such as public consultation) in place, but there are fewer processes in place for smaller developments (such as site plans) and the proposed changes will likely reduce activities like public consultation.
2. What happens if a developer is conducting work on municipal infrastructure (such as a retrofit to a City-owned stormwater pond that they are undertaking so their new development is able to tap into the facility)? Are there no EA requirements just because the works are being conducted by a developer even though they are undertaking the works on the municipality’s behalf with respect to municipal infrastructure?
3. The proposed change in EA process will disadvantage municipalities which rely on the existing Provincially mandated and approved process. It will make it difficult to conduct future steps of our municipal projects (for example, property expropriation). Richmond Hill has relied on the existing formal Provincial process and approvals from the Province regarding an EA report that outlines all of the project’s needs. Without this formal process (which is what is being proposed for many stormwater and road projects with this EA modernization initiative), municipalities will not be able to rely on this process strength which could increase the damage potential to the municipality and increase the potential of challenges for our projects from residents and other interest groups. The City also has concerns regarding the ability to expropriate land under current legislation without an EA. It was noted that other legislation would not be updated as part of this process which raised further concerns.
4. Can municipalities conduct pre-consultation if it is expected that extensive stakeholder consultation will be required (if we want to go above and beyond the minimum requirements) prior to entering into the 120 day regulated timeline? Also, can municipalities leverage the 30 day time-out period if direction is received (for example, by City Council) to do more extensive consultation?
5. The expectation that the consultation would be done outside of the MPAP process creates a lack of consistency among municipalities.  
6. Who issues and who receives the Statement of Completion? Does the Province/MECP issue this to the proponent or the other way around? Regardless, Richmond Hill believes there should be a database or list regarding project completions that MECP maintains.
7. Since there is a requirement to submit a full list of stakeholders for consultation before the Notice of Commencement is submitted, is there an expected timeline for when the municipality will receive a response from the Province to ensure the overall process does not get delayed?
8. Richmond Hill has concerns with the regulated timeline period of 120 days with respect to consultation with certain groups which historically have taken more time to consult with and/or have had typically less capacity for the quick responses (such as First Nations). The concern is primarily with respect to causing significant delays with respect to the 120 day requirement. Would the Province deem it acceptable to introduce a deadline cap for any consultation group to ensure the regulated timeline is maintained?
9. Richmond Hill has concerns that the 120 days regulated timeline will restrict when such a study can practically be completed. For instance, it is difficult to complete these types of studies with a tight deadline during periods where people commonly take significant time off, such as during the summer months (July and August) and during the holidays (December and early January). For instance, if a project could theoretically get started in May or June, a municipality may decide to defer the project until September so it can be completed during a period where it is expected to have more people available for consultation. This practical consideration will likely cause delays to the completion of municipal projects in an effort to ensure the regulated timelines are met.
10. The MPAP process does not address concerns with roads projects that would traverse near or through environmentally sensitive areas. 
11. The lack of an Environmental Assessment process removes consistency with how road projects are delivered across municipalities. 
12. It is not clear how requirements for indigenous consultation for roads projects should be addressed. 
13. The TMP process is meant to be high-level and is not suitable to replace the level of detail established through the EA process to determine specific preferred roadway alignments. A new consistent process should be considered and/or established across municipalities for road projects as part of MPAP in place of the MCEA. 
14. Confirmation is needed if the City will be delegated by the Province the “Duty to Consult” once a Notice of Commencement has been issued. Typically, a letter is issued by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks to the City delegating authority to the municipality.   
15. Confirmation is needed if the Province proposes to update the following guidelines/standards and websites, as they are tools to help support meaningful Indigenous engagement:
· Ministry of Tourism and Culture, 2011. Engaging Aboriginal Communities in Archaeology: A draft technical bulletin for consultant archaeologists in Ontario 
· Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change 2019, (webpage) Environmental Assessments: Consulting Indigenous communities. https://www.ontario.ca/page/environmental-assessments-consulting-indigenous-communities 
· Ministry of Indigenous Affairs 2019, (webpage) Duty to Consult with Aboriginal Peoples in Ontario. https://www.ontario.ca/page/duty-consult-aboriginal-peoples-ontario 
· “Code of Practice for Consultation in Ontario’s Environmental Assessment Process” https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process 

