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October 4, 2024

Ministry of Infrastructure

Subject: Registration of Agreements Regarding Transit-Oriented Community Projects

The Federation of South Toronto Residents’ Associations (FOSTRA) is a federation that
currently represents 29 residents’ associations (RAs) in the five downtown Toronto ridings,
Parkdale-High Park, Davenport, Spadina-Fort York, University-Rosedale and Toronto
Centre, encompassing hundreds of thousands of Toronto’s residents.

We are reaching out to voice our support for the proposed regulation regarding Registration of
Agreements Regarding Transit-Oriented Community Projects. We encourage going further by
making registration of these agreements required rather than discretionary.

The new Ontario Line subway is actively under construction through our neighbourhoods.
Infrastructure Ontario has announced plans for Transit-Oriented Communities (TOCs) around
many of the new subway stations where our members live: Exhibition, King & Bathurst, Queen
& Spadina and Corktown. FOSTRA is very supportive of increasing the supply of affordable
housing in Toronto to address the housing crisis in our city. We also want to ensure that
development contributes to livable Complete Communities that include adequate daycares,
schools, healthcare facilities, community recreation centres and cultural facilities.

Normally our Resident Associations work closely with local City Councillors and City Planning
staff to advocate for well planned developments that contribute positively to the communities
and support the rapid population growth in downtown Toronto. In the case of Transit-Oriented
Communities, Infrastructure Ontario has worked with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing to bypass normal municipal planning processes, making zoning changes through
Minister’s Zoning Orders, and privately negotiating agreements related to municipal
infrastructure and community benefits. Infrastructure Ontario has at times conveyed to residents
some of its intentions regarding infrastructure and community benefits for these TOCs. FOSTRA
believes that registration of agreements regarding TOC projects would increase public
transparency regarding these plans and increase the likelihood of vital infrastructure and
community facilities being delivered in future.

In summary, FOSTRA supports the proposed regulation enabling Registration of Agreements
Regarding Transit-Oriented Community Projects. We believe that a stronger regulation that
would require registration of these agreements would help encourage accountabilities in the
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development of complete communities around transit-oriented development along the Ontario
Line in downtown Toronto.

Sincerely,
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Rick Green
Chair
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