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January 9, 2024 

 
The Honourable Andrea Khanjin 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks  
40 St. Clair Avenue West, Floor 10 
Toronto, M4V1M2 

  
Re: ERO 019-9310 Amendments to Reduce Records of Site Condition That Are Not Supporting 
Brownfields Redevelopment  

 
Dear Minister Khanjin,  
 
Please accept the below from the Greater Ottawa Home Builders’ Association (GOHBA) and its 
members as a submission to the government’s request for feedback on Amendments to Reduce Records 
of Site Condition That are Not Supporting Brownfields Redevelopment (ERO 019-9310). 
 
GOHBA is supportive of the government’s proposals to amend Ontario Regulation 153/04.  Reducing 
regulatory burdens in relation to the residential construction industry is a key step in accelerating 
housing development.   
 
GOHBA provides the following specific comments to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and 
Parks: 
 

1. Prohibit the filing of RSC (record of site condition)s in specific circumstances  
 
Prohibiting the requirement to file a Record of Site Condition (RSC) for properties where no 
potentially contaminating activities or areas of environmental concern have been identified 
will reduce regulatory burdens for residential builders looking to develop commercial spaces.   
 

2. Expand exemption from RSC (record of site condition) filing requirements for changes to 
existing commercial or community use buildings  
 
GOHBA strongly supports the removal of the six-story height limit.  Our position has always 
been that the use in additional heights does not lend themselves to increased environmental 
concerns. 

Conclusion 
 
Supporting the development of residential units, particularly through the conversion of office spaces 
within existing buildings, presents a significant opportunity for Ottawa, in particular.  



 

 
Transforming vacant office spaces—especially in central, desirable downtown locations—into quality 
homes can expedite sustainable, low-impact housing development. This approach fosters amenity-
rich, walkable communities and promotes public transit use. 
 
We commend the government for introducing legislative measures aimed at reducing administrative 
and regulatory burdens, which will help increase housing supply and affordability. Facilitating 
Brownfield redevelopment offers significant benefits and aligns with the Ottawa’s Official Plan’s 
sustainable development goals.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this proposal. We are pleased to answer 
questions or provide further information as requested.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jason Burggraaf 
Executive Director 
 


