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February 12, 2025 

Species at Risk Protection Policy Section
300 Water Street
5th Floor, North Tower
Peterborough, ON
K9J 3C7
Canada

RE: Regulatory changes under the Endangered Species Act to extend application of conditional exemptions to newly listed species and update the conditional exemption for the operation of wind facilities

To Whom It May Concern, 

We appreciate the opportunity to respond to the proposed amendments to the Endangered Species Act. 

Invenergy is a leading privately held, global developer and operator of sustainable energy solutions. With over 31 GW developed internationally, we have commissioned and contracted over 1,771 MW in Canada to date including wind, solar and natural gas. 

Ontario is in desperate need of new power given the projected increase in energy demand due to economic and population growth. The Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) is taking the steps to successfully procure energy but the regulations proposed here are likely to hinder their plans by putting an unnecessary level of risk on the power producer. By October of this year proponents will need to submit their prices into the IESO’s Request for Proposals, because of the potential economic impact this could have to wind energy developers, these policies proposed or implemented will drive up these prices, costs that will be passed onto ratepayers. We urge MECP to consider these impacts and propose an approach that minimizes bat fatalities and supports the build-out of affordable power through a site-specific policy. 

Invenergy designs projects to minimize risk to the natural environment, including bat populations, and maximize electricity production to build affordable energy. Starting with siting, we work with experts to conduct surveys that allow us to better understand how bats are utilizing our project areas and strive to avoid potential bat habitat, migratory corridors, and other priority resources. These early-stage surveys can reveal the presence of endangered species and sensitive resources, which inform further siting and operational considerations. For many of our operational projects, we employ turbine curtailment schedules to reduce collision risks to bats, following regulatory requirements and the best science available.

To avoid and minimize impacts to bats through project development, construction, and operations, Invenergy employs several strategies:

1. Site Assessments: During early-stage development, we utilize existing datasets and where needed conduct new surveys that allow us to better understand how bats may be using the study area and strive to avoid potential bat habitat and priority resources.
2. Buffer Zones: Establishing buffer zones around known fixed-position bat habitats such as hibernacula or summer roosting colonies reduces disturbances to bat populations.
3. Seasonal Restrictions: Implementing seasonal restrictions for certain construction and operation activities such as tree clearing, can help avoid project impacts to bats. 
4. Adaptive Management: Project impacts to bats can vary widely from site to site. Invenergy’s projects include adaptive management responses to account for this uncertainty in long-term outcomes during operations. Examples of responses can include post-event root cause reviews or triggering a need to fund specific research to better understand an unexpected outcome.
5. Habitat Restoration and Mitigation: Restoring and enhancing habitats around renewable energy sites can provide alternative roosting and foraging opportunities that support local bat populations.

With that in mind, we are concerned with the Ontario Government’s proposal. A curtailment regime with a cut-in speed of 7 metres per second is inconsistent with other jurisdictions and would greatly impact the efficiency and cost of a wind project without necessarily providing optimal benefits to bats. In Invenergy’s experience, a minimum cut-in speed of 5.5 metres per second is a common practice utilized across other jurisdictions, along with post-construction monitoring. 

Additionally, the dates and times recommended for curtailment should be adjusted. May to October does not reflect the seasonal activities of bats in Ontario. According to Natural Resources Solutions Inc and Bird Studies Canada data, late July into mid-September is a more accurate timeframe. During these months, curtailment from dusk to midnight will be more reflective of bat activity. These can both be adjusted based on site-specific studies as there will be weather and other variables to consider to properly address bat habitats. 

Site-specific mitigation plans will help better address endangered bat populations without unnecessarily decreasing the power supply and increasing the price of energy. This strategy provides opportunities to advance research and innovation in bat protection and improving bat habitats. 

We are concerned that the current recommendations stifle scientific progress in Ontario. We want to maximize wind resources for the province’s power supply but these policies will impact the cost and viability of future projects. 

Invenergy has developed and supported the bat populations in many jurisdictions, like at our Buffalo Mountain Energy Centre, where we are involved with groundbreaking studies for wind impacts on birds and bats. We would be happy to contribute more on this topic. We encourage MECP to take more time to consider this policy and expand the scope of resources that provide input. 

Sincerely, 

Shoshana Pasternak 
Invenergy 
67 Mowat Avenue, Suite 335, Toronto Ontario Canada, M6K 3E3
spasternak@invenergy.com 
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