
 

Bill 5, the Protect Ontario by Unleashing Our Economy Act, would give 
Premier Ford and his cabinet unprecedented power over our communities, 
including powers to dictate who is exempt from the law and who is not.  

If passed, Bill 5 would be a direct attack on healthy communities, good 
planning, clean water and air, species at risk and the rights of Indigenous 
people—all to benefit a handful of the government’s hand-picked friends.  

A Snapshot of Bill 5 

Special Economic Zones (Schedule 9) 

Schedule 9 in Bill 5 would allow the premier and cabinet to take full control over decisions that are 
usually made by the legislature. This means they could decide which provincial and municipal laws 
would apply to “special economic zones”, the geographic extent of the law’s applicability, and even 
the specific individuals and companies to which the law applies.  

By empowering the premier to create special economic zones, “trusted proponents” will be given 
the authority to undertake projects without regard to provincial municipal laws and bylaws.  

Schedule 9 provisions enable the premier and cabinet to hand out exemptions to: 

●​ Any person or company they choose, for any purpose whatsoever, regardless of whether 
they are actually engaged in any work combating U.S. economic aggression or involved in 
any business enterprise at all.  

●​ Any portion of Ontario they choose, including large regions that are home to the largest 
concentration of people (e.g. the Greater Golden Horseshoe), or individual residential or 
commercial properties (e.g. a car dealership or cottage lot) for any purpose whatsoever.  

●​ Any initiative or project they choose, including those with little to no significance to U.S. 
trade barriers.  

●​ Any provincial or municipal law whatsoever (e.g. Planning Act, Environmental Protection Act, 
Occupational Health and Safety Act, Highway Traffic Act, and Trespass to Property Act) for 
any purpose whatsoever.  
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What does this mean for Ontarians?  

●​ Schedule 9 is extreme and anti-democratic because it delegates the elected legislature’s 
power to determine what laws govern Ontario to the premier and his chosen cabinet. It also 
enables them to arbitrarily apply different laws (or no laws) to different people. Rather than 
setting clear criteria for or limits on designating a geographic area as a special economic 
zone or an enterprise as a “designate project”, the current language proposes unrestricted 
discretion over the criteria to that premier and his cabinet.  

●​ The establishment of special economic zones would create a legal mechanism for the 
government and the development proponent to bypass consultation and engagement with 
First Nation governments. The exemption from provincial laws and regulations could 
represent a breach of constitutionally defined and protected Indigenous rights including the 
Duty to Consult and the respecting the Honour of the Crown under section 35. It also 
represents an abandonment of public participation as legislated under the Environmental Bill 
of Rights, 1993.  

●​ While long-established consultation and engagement rights are being upended, this 
legislation does not propose any replacement or substitutes. As a result, Indigenous critics 
of the special economic zones have deemed them “Constitution-free Zones.”  

 

The Ontario Heritage Act (Schedule 7) 

Schedule 7 of the bill proposes to exempt developments from archeological assessments if the 
Ontario government is of the opinion that an exemption “could potentially advance one or more of 
the following provincial priorities”:  

●​ Transit; 
●​ Housing; 
●​ Health and Long-Term Care; 
●​ Other infrastructure; and 
●​ Such Other Priorities as May Be Prescribed.  

What does this mean for Ontarians?  

●​ By exempting infrastructure and housing projects from archeological assessments, the 
Ontario government will be backtracking on Indigenous reconciliation progress made since 
the Oka crisis of 1990 as well as the 2006 standoff in Caledonia in 2006.  

●​ Archeological (and environmental) assessments often trigger the duty to consult with 
Indigenous communities and First Nations governments. Undertaking archeological 
assessments processes is also one of the ways that governments uphold the Honour of the 
Crown. Destroying undisturbed Indigenous historic sites in the name of economic progress 
would set Ontario back decades in Indigenous and economic reconciliation.  
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