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ACO COMMENTS ON THE SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONES ACT, 2025
SCHEDULE 9 OF BILL 5 
PROTECT ONTARIO BY UNLEASHING OUR ECONOMY ACT, 2025
Environmental Registry Notice 025-0391

16 May 2025

Architectural Conservancy Ontario (ACO) is the largest heritage advocacy organization in Ontario with 17 branches across the province. Our objective is to promote the identification, conservation and reuse of buildings, structures, districts, and landscapes of cultural heritage significance. Under our Keep, Fix and Reuse slogan, we advocate for socially and environmentally sustainable solutions for Ontario’s older building stock.

Architectural Conservancy Ontario is the largest heritage advocacy organization in Ontario, a registered charity and network of volunteers connected through a small Toronto-based staff and branches in 15 communities throughout Ontario.

We value the opportunity to comment on this proposal.  

Architectural Conservancy Ontario is deeply concerned about the proposed introduction of the Special Economic Zones Act, 2025. 

The new act would allow the Lieutenant Governor in Council to declare any part of Ontario a "Special Economic Zone" where no rules, acts, regulations, instruments (such as municipal by-laws) or conditions apply to "designated projects.” The Act gives no hint as to the parameters for criteria for declaring an area a "Special Economic Zone" or a project "a designated project,” saying only that the LGIC (Cabinet) "may make regulations prescribing criteria,” and that the Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade may "by regulation, designate a project."

This means that anywhere in Ontario, for reasons entirely at the whim of Cabinet, the entire provisions of the Ontario Heritage Act could be suspended. And, according to the proposed legislation, no one could "cause an action" against such an arbitrary action, nor expect any "costs, compensation or damages" for any losses or damages that ensue.

Architectural Conservancy Ontario opposes, in the strongest terms, this attempt to bring “Elon Musk/Department of Government Efficiency”-style arbitrary measures to Ontario. This legislation represents government overreach at its worst.  

ACO therefore urges the government to drop Schedule 9 from the bill.
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