
May 16, 2025 
 
The Honourable Todd McCarthy 
Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
5th Floor, 777 Bay Street 
Toronto ON M7A 2J3 
 
Re: ERO 025-0380 - Proposed interim changes to the Endangered Species Act, 
2007 and a proposal for the Species Conservation Act, 2025 
 
Dear Minister McCarthy, 
 
On behalf of the over 100 undersigned organizations, we write to urge your government 
not to proceed with plans to scrap the Endangered Species Act, 2007 (ESA) and 
replace it with the far weaker Species Conservation Act. After years of neglect and 
incremental cuts, endangered species in Ontario urgently need more protections, not 
less. 
 
Ontario Context 
Nationally, Ontario is now an outlier when it comes to preserving nature and 
biodiversity. After Canada successfully hosted a historic “Deal for Nature” (The 
Kunming-Montreal Agreement) in 2022, many provinces stepped up to the plate by 
committing to new protections, investing in conservation and partnering with Indigenous 
Peoples. In contrast, Ontario has been a laggard, dragging its heels on new protected 
areas and enacting “pay-to-slay” provisions for species at risk to benefit industry. These 
proposed changes to the ESA represent the latest in a series of measures to eliminate 
meaningful biodiversity protections in the province. 
 
Egregious Provisions in ERO 025-0380 
While this list is far from exhaustive, a number of the proposed measures are notable 
for their weakening of endangered species protections and potential implications for the 
rights of Indigenous Peoples. These include: 
 

i. Redefining “habitat” to just immediate dwellings like dens, nesting sites, or the 
critical root zone, will remove protections from large areas of habitat upon which 
species depend for their survival; 

ii. The discretionary listing of species removes an essential independent and 
science-based assessment process; 

iii. Offloading responsibility for migratory birds and aquatic species to the federal 
government negates the essential collaboration between both levels of 
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government and combined with the weakened definition of habitat in the 
provincial proposal limits protection for species that are only listed provincially; 

iv. Allowing developers or industry to simply register and then operate without clear 
conditions or binding requirements removes the province's ability to ensure 
sustainable operations and avoid adverse impact on endangered species; 

v. Eliminating recovery strategies makes it nearly impossible to assess, mitigate 
and avoid harms to species; and 

vi. The text and preamble of the Species Conservation Act creates an impression 
that it is purely performative and is not intended to prevent the ongoing decline of 
endangered species in practice. 

 
Recommendations 
Indigenous Peoples’ right to free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) is not mentioned 
anywhere in this proposal. FPIC must be the bedrock of any decisions, policies or 
legislation impacting the territories of Indigenous Peoples. 
 
We urge you to halt this proposal and instead strengthen the ESA so that species can 
flourish, communities can benefit from conservation and Indigenous rights are 
respected. Many provinces across the country are showing how this can be done. 
That does not mean stopping all development. It means building strong local economies 
that are in harmony with nature, not in conflict. 
 
In conclusion we urge your government to remember that healthy habitats sustain all 
Ontarians, not just endangered species. Bulldozing their protections is only going to 
unleash more problems for future generations. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Andrés Jiménez Monge 
Executive Director 

Ontario Nature 
 

 
  

Kathryn Bakos 
Chair 

Ontario Biodiversity 
Council 

 
 

Jessica Lax 
Executive Director 

Algonquin to Adirondacks 
Collaborative 

 
 



Mary Lou Gerow 
Secretary 

Bancroft Field Naturalists' 
 

 
 
  

Anne Mills 
Board Member 

Bert Miller Nature Club 

 
 

Liz Benneian 
Chair 

Biodiversity and Climate 
Action Collective Niagara 

 

 

Tom Sitak 
President 

Brant For Nature 

 
  

Sean Southey 
Chief Executive Officer 

Canadian Wildlife 
Federation 

 

  

Neil Gray 
President 

Carden Field Naturalists 
 

 
 
  

Michelle Kanter 
Executive Director 
Carolinian Canada 

Coalition 

 
  

Derek Coronado 
Executive Director 

Citizens Environment 
Alliance 

 

 
  

Paul Berger 
Lead Organizer 

Citizens United for a 
Sustainable Planet 

 

 
 
  

William Cole 
Chair 

Clean North 

 
 

Betty Plewes 
Steering Committee 

Member 
Climate Legacy 

 

 
  

James Bruce Craig 
Chair 

Concerned Citizens of 
King Township 

 
 

 



Michael Douglas 
Chair 

Concerned Citizens of 
Ramara 

 

 
 
  

Linda Nowlan 
Executive Director 

David Suzuki Foundation 
 

  

Maria Prisciak 
Executive Committee 

Member 
Durham Region Field 

Naturalists 
 

  

Barbara Steinhoff 
Executive Director 

Earthroots 
 

 
 
  

Jarvis Strong 
Executive Director 

Escarpment Corridor 
Alliance 

 
  

Jennifer Nantais 
Executive Member 
Essex County Field 

Naturalists 
 
 

 
  

Michael Mesure 
Executive Director 

Fatal Light Awareness 
Program Canada 

  

Raymond Metcalfe 
Chair 

Four Seasons 
Conservancy 

 

 
 
  

Graham Flint 
Chair 

Friends of Rural 
Communities and the 

Environment 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Susan Moore 
President 

Friends of Salmon River 
 

  

Wioletta Walancik 
Administrative & Programs 

Director 
Friends of Second Marsh 

 

 
 
 
  

Anna-Louise Richardson 
Chair 

Friends of Smythe Park 
 

 

Janet Stavinga 
President 

Friends of Stittsville 
Wetlands 

 
  

Kevin Thomason 
Vice-Chair 

Grand River Environmental 
Network 

 

  

Lorraine Green 
Co-Chair 

Grandmothers Act to Save 
the Planet 

 

  

Richard Baird 
President 

Gravel Watch Ontario 
 

 
 
 
  

Richard Witham 
Chair 

Greater Sudbury 
Watershed Alliance 

 

 
  

Susan Rietschin 
Chair 

Guelph Urban Forest 
Friends 

  
Hartmut Jansson 

Chairperson 
Halton Action for Climate 

Emergency Now 
 
 

  

Margaret Beaudette 
President 

Halton North Peel 
Naturalist Club 

 

 
  

Jen Baker 
General Manager 

Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
 
 

  



Robin Harmer 
Chair 

Headwaters Nature 
 

  

Christina Cicconetti 
Executive Member 

Heart Lake Turtle Troopers 

 

 
 

Karen Yukich 
Co-Chair 

High Park Nature Natural 
Environment Committee 

 

 
 

  

Madeleine McDowell 
Chair 

Humber River Calling 

 

Richard Heron 
President 

Huntsville Nature Club 
 

  

Christine Roberts 
President 

Huron Bruce Nature 
 

 
  

Peter Krats 
Co-President 

Ingersoll District Nature 
Club 

 

  

Miranda Virtanen 
Executive Director 

Junction Creek 
Stewardship Committee 

 

 
  

Janis Grant 
President 

Kingston Field Naturalists 
 
 

  

Nancy Vidler 
Chair 

Lambton Shores 
Phragmites Community 

Group 
 

 

Kerrie Blaise 
Founder and Legal 

Counsel 
Legal Advocates for 

Nature's Defence 
 

 

Marilyn Murray 
Chair 

Lennox and Addington 
Stewardship Council 

 
 

  



Roger Magoon 
Vice President 

Macnamara Field 
Naturalists' Club 

 

  

Phyllis Cacciotti 
President 

Manitoulin Nature Club 
 

  

Jamie Kneen 
Co-Manager 

MiningWatch Canada 
 
 

 
 
  

Paul Frigon 
First Vice President 

Mississippi Valley Field 
Naturalists 

 

  

Max Hansgen 
President 

National Farmer's Union- 
Ontario 

 

 
  

Donald Taves 
President 

Nature London 
 

 
  

Bernie Solymar 
Founder & Executive 

Director 
Nature's Calling 

Environmental Education 
 

 
 
  

Joyce Sankey 
Conservation Director 

Niagara Falls Nature Club 
 
 

  

Linda Lackey 
Communications Working 

Group 
Nith Valley EcoBoosters 

 
 

 
  

Bernie Solymar 
President 

Norfolk Field Naturalists 
 

 

James Kamstra 
President 

North Durham Nature 
 

 
  

Rhonda Kirby 
President 

North Shore Environmental 
Resource Advocates  



Brennain Lloyd 
Project Coordinator 

Northwatch 
 

 
  

Robert Gibson 
Board Member 

Ontario Public Interest 
Research Group 

Peterborough 
 

 
 
  

Linda Heron 
Chair 

Ontario Rivers Alliance 
 

  

Denis Paccagnella 
President 

Orillia Naturalists' Club 
 

  

D. Gordon E. Robertson 
Board Member 

Ottawa Duck Club 
 

 
  

Owen Clarkin 
President 

Ottawa Field Naturalists' 
Club 

 

  

Bryan Smith 
Chair 

Oxford Coalition for Social 
Justice 

 

 
  

Robin Cunningham 
President 

Pembroke Area Field 
Naturalists 

 

  

Bob Highcock 
President 

Peninsula Field Naturalists 
 

  

Marguerite Reckahn 
President 

Penokean Hills Field 
Naturalists 

 

  

Susan Paradisis 
President 

Peterborough Field 
Naturalists 

 

  

Carolyn King 
President 

Pickering Naturalists 
 
 
 

  



Geraldine Jenkison 
President 

Prince Edward County 
Field Naturalists 

 

  

Katryna Seabrook 
Co-Chair 

Queens Outdoor Field 
Experience Initiative 

 

 

Elizabeth Churcher 
Corresponding Secretary 
Quinte Field Naturalists 

 

 
 
  

 
Claire Malcolmson 
Executive Director 

Rescue Lake Simcoe 
Coalition 

 

 
 
  

 
Mark Harvey 

Board Member 
Sault Ste Marie Naturalists 
of Ontario and Michigan 

 

  

 
Nancy Hurst 
Co-Founder 

Save Our Streams 
Hamilton 

 

 
 

Lyba Spring 
Co-Chair 

Seniors for Climate Action 
Now! 

 

  

Mark Cranford 
President 

South Peel Naturalists' 
Club 

 

  

Jim Smith 
Chair 

Stewardship Committee, 
Ruthven Park National 

Historic Site Inc. 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Helen Brenner 
Co-Chair 

Stop Sprawl Durham 
 

  

Peter Beckett 
President 

Sudbury Naturalists 
 

 
 
  

Dorthea Hangaard 
Executive Director 
The Couchiching 

Conservancy 
 
 

  

Mike Fisher 
President 

The Friends Of Ojibway 
Prairie 

 

 
  

Otto Peter 
President 

Thickson’s Woods Land 
Trust 

 

  

Al Harris 
President 

Thunder Bay Field 
Naturalists Club 

 
 

  

Lynn Miller 
President 

Toronto Field Naturalists 
 

 
  

John Nishikawa 
Director of Conservation 
Toronto Ornithological 

Club 
 

  

Dolf DeJong 
CEO 

Toronto Zoo 
 

  

Amelia Rose Khan 
Volunteer 

Toronto350 
 
 

 

Marni DeLong 
Chair 

Trumpeter Swan 
Conservation Ontario 

 

 

Jenny Davis and 
Carolynne Crawley 

Co-Directors 
Turtle Protectors/ 

Mishiikenh Gizhaasowin 
 

  



Tara Bauer 
Director 

Turtles Kingston 
 

  

Arlene Slocombe 
Executive Director 
Water Watchers 

 

  

Tom Connell 
Conservation Committee 

Chair 
Wilderness Canoe 

Association 
 

 
 
 
  

Katie Krelove 
Ontario Campaigner 

Wilderness Committee 
 

  

Gloria Marsh 
Executive Director 

York Region 
Environmental Alliance 

 

 
 
  

Sylvia Bowman 
Conservation Director 

York Simcoe Nature Club 
 

  

Victoria Bao Wang 
Member of Core Circle 

Toronto Nature Stewards 
 

 
 

Emily McMillan 
Executive Director 

Nature Canda 
 

 
 

Jade Schofield 
President 

Ontario Urban Forest 
Council 

 

 
 

 


