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Re: Enhancing Electricity Transmission Capacity in Northern Ontario – The Greenstone Transmission Line (025-0660) 
Dear Julia Black, 
Energy Storage Canada thanks you for the opportunity to provide comment on ERO posting #025-0660. I am writing on behalf of Energy Storage Canada to express our full support for the government’s proposal to facilitate the development of The Greenstone Transmission Line project by declaring the line a priority project and designating Hydro One as the transmitter for the line.  
Ontario stands to gain significantly from the benefits this project promises to deliver. The proposed transmission line is expected to enhance the reliability and capacity of the local electricity supply, which is essential for the continued growth and economic development of our community of Energy Storage Canada members. Improved infrastructure will attract new businesses, support existing industries, and ultimately contribute to a more vibrant and resilient local economy. 
Founded in 2016, Energy Storage Canada (ESC) is a not-for-profit organization and the only national trade association in Canada dedicated solely to the growth and market development of the country’s energy storage sector. As a pan-Canadian organization ESC represents more than 100 members representing the end-to-end value chain of the country’s energy storage industry including technology and component providers, project developers, energy storage service providers, power generators, electric utilities, engineering, and construction firms, as well as professional services companies and NGOs.
We fully support the government’s finding that Hydro One is best situated to undertake development work for this project. In addition to having experience as the local transmitter in the region, Hydro One has a strong record of partnership with the community. We are confident in Hydro One’s ability to deliver this project on-time and in collaboration with stakeholders. 
Moreover, we are pleased to see that Hydro One has committed to meaningful partnerships with Indigenous communities and will be advancing this critical project in collaboration with local First Nations who have been offered 50% ownership through its First Nations Equity Partnership Model. This initiative aligns with ESC’s dedication to fostering inclusive and respectful relationships with Indigenous peoples, ensuring that they share in the economic and social benefits of local development projects. The equity partnership component of this project will ensure meaningful benefits for Indigenous communities in Ontario.  
In conclusion, we strongly encourage the Ministry of Energy and Mines to approve this proposal and enable this transformative project to proceed. We believe it will bring substantial benefits to Ontario and the broader region. 
Thank you again for the opportunity to provide input to this consultation. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions.  
Sincerely, 
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	Justin Rangooni 
Chief Executive Officer 
Energy Storage Canada 
	Andrew Thiele
Sr. Director Policy and Government Relations 
Energy Storage Canada
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