
 

  

 

 

  

 

August 15 2025 

 

The Honourable Stephen Lecce, MPP 
Minister of Energy and Mines 
77 Grenville Street, 6th Floor 
Toronto, ON M7A 2C1 
 

Re: Support for Enhancing Transmission Capacity East of Toronto - The Bowmanville to 
Greater Toronto Area (GTA) Transmission Line, ERO number 025-0658, and complimentary 
transmission capacity enhancements. 

 

Dear Minister,  

The Toronto Region Board of Trade appreciates the opportunity to contribute to this 
important discussion and provide feedback to support the designating of the proposed 
double-circuit 500-kilovolt transmission line from Bowmanville to the Greater Toronto Area 
as a priority project under section 96.1 of the Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998. We also 
support the development of complimentary transmission lines with Hydro One as the 
transmitter as noted in ERO postings #025-0656, #025-0657, #025-0658, and #025-0660.  

For 180 years, the Toronto Region Board of Trade has served as a catalyst for regional 
growth and the trusted voice of the business community. As one of North America’s most 
influential chambers of commerce, our organization is committed to advancing policies 
that enhance the competitiveness of the Toronto region, promote market opportunities, 
support business scale-up and global trade, and build partnerships that drive regional 
prosperity.  

Facilitating the Development of a Critical Transmission Project 

Toronto and the surrounding region are home to Canada’s largest economic hub, 
representing nearly 20% of the nation’s GDP. Our future economic growth, and the 
province’s ambition to build the strongest economy in the G7, depends on having a secure, 
reliable, clean, and affordable electricity supply to meet rapidly growing demand from 



 

  

 

 

  

 

population growth, electrification of industry and transportation, and new investment 
attraction. 

The proposed Bowmanville–GTA transmission line is a critical enabling project that will: 

• Unlock clean generation from the four new Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) at 
Darlington, supporting Ontario’s nuclear advantage and ensuring a long-term supply 
of reliable baseload power. 

• Relieve transmission bottlenecks identified by the Independent Electricity System 
Operator, ensuring the GTA can access available supply and meet anticipated peak 
demand growth. 

• Advance reconciliation by enabling economic participation for Indigenous 
communities through Hydro One’s First Nation Equity Partnership Model, fostering 
shared prosperity and partnership with 50% ownership. This progressive and 
innovative initiative demonstrates Hydro One’s dedication to fostering inclusive and 
respectful relationships with Indigenous peoples, ensuring that they share in the 
economic and social benefits of local development projects. 

• Provide regulatory clarity and reduce development delays by streamlining 
Ontario Energy Board review processes, without compromising environmental or 
public consultation requirements. 

Enhancing Transmission Capacity to Unlock Economic Growth 

Consistent with the province’s Integrated Energy Plan: Energy for Generations (IEP), the 
Board also supports the advancement of planning and development work on 
complimentary transmission projects which will alleviate existing transmission bottlenecks 
identified by the IESO in their ongoing regional and bulk planning. These include the 
development of two new single-circuit 500-kilovolt transmission lines between Barrie and 
Sudbury (ERO #025-0656), the reconductoring of a portion of the existing E8V/E9V 230-
kilovolt transmission line from Orangeville to Barrie (ERO #025-0657), and the development 
of the Greenstone Transmission Line from the existing 230 kilovolt East-West Tie near 
Nipigon Bay to the municipality of Greenstone (ERO #025-0660).  

Responsible project delivery requires early and continuous engagement with Indigenous 
communities, municipalities, and stakeholders, along with thorough environmental 
assessment and planning. The government’s proposal maintains these safeguards while 



 

  

 

 

  

 

ensuring this project proceeds on the timeline necessary to meet urgent system needs. The 
proposed transmission line is expected to enhance the reliability and capacity of the local 
electricity supply, which is essential for the transformational growth and economic 
development of the Toronto region and the broader provincial economy. 

Conclusion 
These proposed actions, consistent with the province’s IEP, will strengthen Ontario’s 
critical energy infrastructure, alleviate system constraints supporting demand growth in the 
GTA, new generation East of Toronto, and Northern Ontario, while also advancing a shared 
goal of reconciliation by providing economic and partnership opportunities for Indigenous 
communities. As an experienced transmitter in the region with a record of meaningful 
partnership within impacted communities, we are supportive of the selection of Hydro One 
to undertake development work for this project, and of these proposed actions to ensure 
its timely and cost-effective delivery. 

The Toronto Region Board of Trade remains committed to working collaboratively with all 
levels of government, Indigenous partners, and the private sector to drive investment, 
economic security, and sustainable growth across Ontario. 

We welcome the opportunity for continued engagement.   

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,  

 
Roselle Martino 
Executive Vice President, Policy and Strategic Affairs 
Toronto Region Board of Trade  


