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September 19, 2025
Submitted via Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO #019-8238)
Ontario Parks – Southwest Zone
659 Exeter Road, 4th Floor
London, ON N6E 1L3

Re: Proposed Management Plan Amendment – Devil’s Glen Provincial Park

Dear Director Travers,

On behalf of the Bruce Trail Conservancy (BTC), thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendment to the Devil’s Glen Provincial Park Management Plan. The Bruce Trail Conservancy is the steward of the Bruce Trail, Canada’s oldest and longest marked footpath, and a partner in protecting the Niagara Escarpment’s natural heritage. Our mission to conserve, restore, and sustainably manage land along the Escarpment aligns closely with the ecological protection objectives outlined in the amendment.

Support for the Proposed Amendment

Ecological Protection & Policy Alignment
· Reclassification of Devil’s Glen to Natural Environment prioritizes ecological integrity, consistent with the Niagara Escarpment Commission’s recommendations and the mission of the BTC.
· The amendment harmonizes park policy with broader conservation frameworks including the Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space System (NEPOSS), the Greenbelt Plan, and the PPCRA, reflecting contemporary standards for park management.
Bruce Trail Protection & Visitor Management
· Recognizing the Bruce Trail as a core recreational feature strengthens protection of the Trail corridor and reinforces its role within the park’s recreation system.
· The planned expansion of parking and revised zoning may improve managed access for Bruce Trail users, reduce roadside parking, and limit unmanaged entry or trespass, supporting both ecological and visitor management objectives.
Operational Clarity & Partnerships
· Clear definition of permitted low-impact recreation (hiking, fishing, climbing) and exclusion of motorized uses enhances ecological safeguards.
· We welcome opportunities for partnership with Ontario Parks and the climbing community on stewardship and education initiatives, such as the DGCC Fall Leaves Project, to advance shared conservation goals.

Points Requiring Clarification or Adjustment

Despite our overall support, BTC notes several areas where clarification or minor corrections would strengthen the amendment:

1. Geological References
· Ensure consistent treatment of geological descriptions (e.g., Silurian Amabel reference appears in Section 1 but not Section 4).
2. Bruce Trail Mapping and Routing
· We are wondering if the proposed connector trail has been confirmed to be practical given the topography or whether further study is required
· Stricter ecological standards may constrain necessary Trail reroutes, infrastructure upgrades, and maintenance.
3. Terminology
· Correct the typographical error “BTA” to “BTC.”

Outstanding Issues for Discussion

To ensure successful implementation and long-term ecological protection, BTC respectfully requests further detail and consultation on the following:

1. Visitor Management & Community Relations
· Potential impacts of parking expansion and increased visitation on traffic, litter, and sensitive habitats.
· Possible strain on relations with the Devil’s Glen Country Club that could affect Trail access.
2. User Conflicts
· Strategies to avoid competition between hikers and climbers for parking, trail access, and cliff-base use.
3. Resource Commitments
· Financial and staffing resources allocated for monitoring, enforcement, invasive species control, and proposed infrastructure improvements.
· Management of additional costs such as insurance, consultation, and trail maintenance.
4. Trail System Considerations
· Whether the proposed connector trail to new parking areas will be incorporated into the Bruce Trail system.
· How stricter ecological standards will affect future Trail reroutes and maintenance.
· The need for collaborative planning with the BTC and the Blue Mountains Bruce Trail Club in exploring alternative trail configurations at Devil’s Glen PP. 
5. Visitor Experience & Infrastructure
· Applicability of day-use fees to Bruce Trail thru-hikers.
· Provision of visitor information tools (e.g., kiosks, interpretive signage) and year-round maintenance of facilities such as parking lots and garbage receptacles.
6. Enforcement & Monitoring
· Standards and procedures for monitoring and regulating activities such as climbing and sport fishing, and ensuring consistent enforcement.
7. Climbing Access
· Plans for creation of any new trails to improve access to climbing areas, and how these will be balanced with ecological sensitivity.

Conclusion

The Bruce Trail Conservancy strongly supports the reclassification of Devil’s Glen Provincial Park to Natural Environment and the overarching goal of enhancing ecological protection. We respectfully request that Ontario Parks address the outstanding issues identified above and work closely with BTC and local partners to ensure the Bruce Trail remains a sustainable, world-class hiking experience within this cherished landscape.

Thank you for considering these comments. We look forward to continued collaboration to protect the Niagara Escarpment’s unique natural heritage.

Sincerely,
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Adam Brylowski
Director of Conservation and Trail
Bruce Trail Conservancy
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