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November 20, 2025
          
Planning Policy Branch

Ministry of Municipal Affairs & Housing

17th Floor, 777 Bay Street

Toronto ON  M7A 2J3
Attention: 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs & Housing   
Re:

Comments Regarding Bill 60 - Fighting Delays, Building Faster Act, 2025
The Corporation of the Town of Lincoln has included in this document a series of comments regarding changes proposed by Bill 60 - Fighting Delays, Building Faster Act, 2025:
i. Holdbacks and Development Charges (DC)
· The Town is concerned with changes to holdback and DC schemes as it would hinder the availability of capital funds, requiring the Town to heavily rely on reserve funding. Currently, DCs are a major contributor to the Town’s infrastructure improvement funds.
· As a smaller but growing municipality, Lincoln does not have the same reserve funds as historically larger municipalities, and therefore, the reduction of DCs would directly impact the Town’s ability to fulfill capital project commitments, such as improving and expanding necessary infrastructure and services required for increased housing development. 

· Generally speaking, the Town of Lincoln utilizes Development Charges within its reserves accordingly towards capital projects as they are needed to support growth and community development. 
ii. Permitted Minor Variances

· The Town is concerned with changes to the Planning Act regarding minor variances. As a result of these changes, municipalities will be responsible for explaining these changes to members of the public as they try to navigate permissions granted by Bill 60. Residents are not typically familiar with the specific provisions of the Zoning By-law, and these amendments may confuse more than help.   
· Incidents may also arise as it may prevent residents from accessing parts of their yards if all structures are permitted to be within closer proximity to lot boundaries. In denser subdivisions, this may be a frequent point of contention amongst neighbours.
· Municipalities would need to establish clear internal guidelines and policies to determine the qualifications of “minor variation”. Staff also believe this amendment would negative impacts relating to transparency and public involvement. Residents may perceive these changes as the Province and Municipality intentionally reduced opportunity for input. 
· It is likely that there will be a greater demand for Staff interpretation, as well as a possible need to update the Official Plan, Zoning By-law & delegated authority provisions to align with this legislative change. 
iii. Official Plan (OP) Reform 

· As the Town is currently undergoing an OP update, the amendments proposed by Bill 60 would require Staff to backtrack on their progress to accommodate these changes. Similar to many municipalities, the Town is expecting to finalize our OP update at the end of this year. The preemptive introduction of Bill 60 would delay this release as it would likely require new public consultation before passing. 
· Standardization may not be able to account for local characteristics. For example, two-thirds of Lincoln’s land base is located within the Greenbelt, NEC, or contains a Specialty Crop designation. Many rural municipalities will have differing needs, concerns, pressures and land-use requirements compared to those in urban areas. 
· Throughout the OP revision process, Staff have recognized and accommodated for the specific needs of the Town as a growing, rural municipality, and have carefully considered growth factors and provincial mandates in their research and writing of this update. Overall, Staff have put an immense amount of time and effort into the document as it stands today, to ensure that it is a current, succinct, and well-informed policy directive consistent with the Province’s objectives for development. 

iv. Reduction of Bike Lanes

· The Town finds new policies pertaining to the reduction of bike lanes problematic. It is known that the addition of vehicle lanes, especially in the absence of lanes provided for multi-modal transit, creates induced demand and can lead to increased road congestion as residents are incentivized to drive. 
· The Town does not predict that this would be appropriate for municipalities similar to Lincoln as we do not have local buses, streetcars, or trams that vehicles are required to share the road with. For a municipality with no other local transit option, bike lanes provide an opportunity for residents to use another form of transportation that would also help to reduce the volume of cars on the road.
v. Ministerial Noncompliance with Provincial Policy  

· The Town is concerned by the proposed allowance of the Ministry to go beyond the bounds of the Provincial Planning Statement (PPS) and other provincial guidelines. The Town is specifically concerned that these powers will extend to regulations passed prior to the enactment of Bill 60 and the possible implications of autocratic provincial planning powers. 
· The Town believes that this allowance would significantly undermine the credibility of the planning process and framework in Ontario and may lead to decisions that could financially harm communities, as finances are a key policy objective of the PPS.
vi. Road Construction Standardization 
· The Town requests that the Minister give municipalities reasonable opportunity to provide feedback to any proposed changes to the road construction standards prior to the implementation of Bill 60. 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposed legislative changes as part of Bill 60, Fighting Delays, Building Faster Act, 2025. 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss our submission, please contact Matt Bruder, Director or Planning & Development at the Town of Lincoln by phone at 905-321-2857 or by email at mbruder@lincoln.ca. 
Sincerely 
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___________________

Matt Bruder, MCIP, RPP
Director of Planning & Development
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