ERO 025-1097 comments

The Council of the Township of Southgate would like to take this opportunity to provide comments on the proposed suite of amendments related to Schedule 10 of Bill 60, the Fighting Delays, Building Faster Act, 2025.

Minor variances (as-of-right variations from performance standards)
The Township has concerns with the ability to have as-of-right variations and how these decisions would be made.

The ability to delegate to staff or keep decisions with Committee of Adjustment should be a decision made not by the province but by each municipality.

Under the current Planning Act requirements – an applicant must meet the tests for a minor variance. This ensures that applicants are not seeking a variance simply to have a larger building than allowed. Municipalities need to understand variance requests and ensure that they align with the vision for the community – therefore these tests should continue to be applied and provided by applicants.

The province will need to ensure that this minor variance authority is limited in the application (not in hazard or environmental areas) and does not allow developers to proceed with a bigger building simply because they can apply to do so.

Policy Statements and Minister Decisions
The Township does not support the idea that any minister decision could circumvent the Provincial Policy Statement or Provincial Plans unless there are clear parameters for an exemption. Applicants for developments and municipal councils must have regard to section 2 of the Planning Act – as does the minister.

Minister’s Zoning Orders (MZO)
The Township believes that changes to the MZO format are reasonable, if they are clearly published on a website that is easily accessible and searchable. The current e-laws system only works if someone is aware of the specific O-Reg designation and does not always allow for easy search functions.

The ability of the decision to be made quicker, by the minister, should only occur when it can be ensured that the public interest in planning is achieved.

Protected Major Transit Station Areas (PMTSAs)
The Township of Southgate does not currently have any PMTSAs and so will not be providing comment on these proposed changes.

Community Improvement Plans (CIPs)
The Township of Southgate supports the proposed amendment to enable upper-tier municipalities to adopt a CIP without the need for being a prescribed municipality in legislation. The Township also supports the proposed amendment to restore CIPs to municipalities where they may have been lost because of the upper-tier municipality losing planning responsibilities.
