


November 1, 2025



Hon. Todd McCarthy
Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
777 Bay Street, 5th Floor
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 

Minister McCarthy
	Re.
	Strada Aggregates Inc. Application to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks for an Amendment to a Permit to Take Water (ERO #: 025-1082)


 Thank you for the opportunity to make comment to this application.  I am writing this to voice  objection to Strada Aggregates Inc.’s application to amended Permit to Take Water No. 3210-AKRL9C, as it is presented today. As a long-term resident of Dufferin County, I know that although we sit on an aquafer, there are areas in Dufferin County currently experiencing significant issues relating to water supply.   In my opinion, the proposed amendment to the Permit to Take Water will only exacerbate the water supply issues present in the County of Dufferin. 
The County of Dufferin is also located in the Headwaters area, aptly named because it is where the sources of several major Southern Ontario river systems begin.  These river systems – the Credit, Humber, Nottawasaga and the Grand flow from Headwaters through the most populated areas of the province providing municipal water, agricultural production and tourism assets for many areas outside of Dufferin County.  If the water system were to be negatively affected, this would likely have serious implications on the quality and quantity of water in Dufferin and many other communities along the watersheds.
I understand that this application outlines that Strada Aggregates Inc. plans to use upwards of 5,000,000 litres of water per day for a period of 10 years. I understand that this amount of water is larger than the total amounts used for each of the eight (8) lower-tier municipalities in Dufferin County.  Adding the amount of water proposed to be withdrawn by this permit, to the current load, has the potential to bring  significant negative  impact to the County of Dufferin’s water table. 
In Dufferin, the agricultural sector represents a significant portion of county’s economy and, as such, the protection of agricultural lands is paramount. The availability of a safe and abundant water source is critical to farmers production of crops that are not only produced in large quantities but are high quality products produced for both the domestic and export markets.   It is our belief that Strada Aggregates Inc. amendment to their Permit to Take Water will harm the Dufferin County farmers ability to safely produce crops in high yields and maintain the current standard of production. The permit’s large, proposed volume amount of 5,000,000 litres per day will likely lead to a notable decrease in the water table level and, in turn, the availability of water for farmers agricultural production. A reduction in water availability will have profound impacts on current agricultural practices, adaptability of water system, and, ultimately, crop output for farmers in Dufferin County. 
As this amount of water is going to be used for washing gravel, I find it unbelievable that the industry has not developed the technology to ensure that water is reused in a manner to reduce the significant amounts of daily water required.  Dirty water cannot be returned to the groundwater without some additional treatment.  Technology must have been advanced to ensure that water requirements for a “washing” treatment can be minimized.
Beyond the agricultural sector, we must also be aware that the fundamental level the safety and quality of resident drinking water will be brought into question should the amendment to the Permit to Take Water be approved. As noted previously, the proposed volume amount of 5,000,000 litres per day will likely lead to a lower water table, which means that the water system becomes more susceptible to emerging impacts to existing water supply.  The availability of groundwater supply is likely to be reduced, and, as a result, the number of drinking water sources for residents will also be diminished.
Dufferin County is designated as a growth area in the province and diminishing the available water supply availability for new residents will strangle the ability of our towns to grow.  Further to that, there is a heightened potential for large residential areas to be negatively influenced by the emergence of a contaminant in the water system. Given that the Permit to Take Water has the potential to reduce the number of drinking water sources, it is likely that larger numbers of residents will become reliant on this water source in Dufferin County. 
Dufferin residents are proud of their natural assets – clean water sources, large forested areas, productive fields, the Bruce Trail and fresh air.   We value those assets and must always work to keep them a condition that lasts not only for our generation but for those that follow.  That protection happens by pushing back on actions that may negatively affect that careful balance.
Finally, I would like to repeat my strong objection to Strada Aggregates Inc.’s submission to the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks for an amendment to a Permit to Take Water. It is my belief that the approval of the amendment to the permit will have detrimental impacts to Dufferin County’s water system, ones that would greatly impact residential drinking water and the availability of water to support agricultural production.  I request to be included on all updates relating to ERO #: 025-1082 and having the associated technical materials available for review through the ERO posting when available.    
Respectfully submitted,
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Janet Horner
janet@whitfieldfarms.com
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