November 2025
Comments for Ministry of Environment Ontario
I am in favour of consolidation only for HR, purchasing, IT savings, policy and procedure writing, auditing of practices.  Municipalities must have people on the ground for inspections, response to complaints and permit approvals with oversight by one provincial body with one person hosting all conservation authority roundtables to ensure best practices, cost savings and continuous improvement identification and adoption across all sectors. This file doesn’t take huge bureaucracy to manage if the decisions are science based. The province can oversee strategy and buying power principals but delegate local implementation and approvals.  Reduce the administration to a central authority (lean no hierarchy) with decision making left in each of the reduced size conservation authorities as they currently exist to represent diverse watershed areas.
It is the Provincial Government responsibility to answer how the municipalities/conservation authorities will be able to deliver on their responsibilities under the Clean Water Act as a result of this consolidation before you ask us to vet the redrawn boundaries of fewer authorities.  How is the job going to get done with fewer people and consolidated administration when they aren’t able to guarantee safe water practices and clean drinking water and protected drinking water sources now?
Through my experience with local conservation/municipal government I note:
· Conservation authorities could not protect the water and watershed **areas as they now exist. Note at least 3 water advisory warnings in 2025 in our area.
·  cutting red tape, including recent removal of the conservation authority to vet and approve/decline building near/adjacent to wetlands/waterways, to support provincial government mandate to build, build, build quickly not carefully and environmentally responsibly is a mistake.
· Provide proof before consolidating any conservation authorities how will amalgamation and doubling the population in 5 years provide clean water and protect clean drinking water sites when infrastructure and oversight can’t do so now?
What the conservation authority is supposed to do now:
·  **Extracted from consultation briefing: “In addition, the important work that conservation authorities do to protect people and property from the risks of flooding and other natural hazards will not change. The regional conservation authorities would continue to fulfill provincially mandated programs such as drinking water source protection under the Clean Water Act, regulating, development and other activities in areas at risk of natural hazards like flooding and erosion (e.g. floodplains, shorelines, watercourse and wetlands), flood forecasting and warning, and managing their lands and recreational trails so that Ontarians have access to local natural areas and outdoor activities.”
At least 3 x in recent months where untreated sewage dumped in drinking water sources. Norwood, Lindsay, Fenelon Falls KInmount all issued water advisories in last six months. They issue warnings without fanfare, excuse or embarrassed apology.  Has it become standard operating procedure to fail on protecting our lakes and rivers from pollution?  We need to have failsafe procedures in place and must insist that suppliers also comply. A business would never succeed if their customers faced month after month of mistakes, missteps and environmental contamination.
Sources of public information on drinking water safety.
November 2025 raw sewage in Kawartha Lakes: https://kawarthanow.com/2025/04/03/fenelon-falls-and-lindsay-wastewater-systems-releasing-untreated-sewage-into-the-fenelon-and-scucog-rivers/
City of Kawartha Lakes website: https://www.kawarthalakes.ca/news-and-notices/categories/environment-and-waste-management/?page=4
Some additional thoughts:
Our main objective – protection safe/clean drinking water sources
Tactics to ensure:
· Sufficient infrastructure for wastewater prior to doubling populations
· Provide residents with analysis of payback for doubling a population vs. paying for infrastructure to keep that new and existing populations provided with a minimum level of healthy environmental services.
·  – before approving land use for residential /other purposes – prove that clean water and protected watersheds are entrenched in decision and executed in the building. None of us want new residents to have risks to water protection and current residents want clean water guaranteed too.  Most of us don’t have time to think of these basic services and the implications – it is a given our elected officials and bureaucrats will protect us.
· Build sufficient back up systems for wastewater storage prior to emergency weather events (see at least 3 media reports below from 2025 where wastewater was pumped into lakes for lack of storage during weather events.)
· Note that the new residents may be getting clean drinking water delivered to their homes via municipal plumbing – and wastewater is being removed but many of us source our drinking water from the lake, wells, ponds and creeks and we responsibly care for our own waste. 
· When the city overruns their system, they pollute the water we draw our drinking water from.  Helping Peter by hurting Paul. What would the visitors to Kawartha Lakes think knowing this was happening to the water in which they swim, kayak and picnic beside all summer.
· Monitoring of well and septic systems prior to building, renovating, selling noncompliant structures
· No contaminating fertilizer used where it can run off into lakes and waterways – at minimum green weedless lawns because of fertilizer and chemical sprays banned from these areas (a few daisies, buttercups and wild carrot are a beautiful addition to any rural lawn!)
· Shoreline naturalization programs encouraged and supported – education provided to residents.
· Promote water and land biodiversity – to promote natural cleanliness.
· Remove invasive plant, animal and marine species.
· Recruit homeowners to monitor and share local water conditions data with local conservation authority and researching college and university professors.
· Educate homeowners to benefits of above – it helps all of us.
· Promote less oil/gas on the water more wind and person power watercraft.
· As homes sell near waterfront/waterways – require inspections to promote excellence in water/land/garbage and septic /energy use.
· Two residential oil leaks into watershed in local neighbourhood in past year resulted in massive water clean ups and water service warnings – oil spills in our drinking water sources.


