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December 19, 2025
Attn: Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
ERO Number: 025-1257
Organization: City of Kitchener
The City of Kitchener appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed amendments to the Conservation Authorities Act. Our feedback reflects Kitchener’s experience working with the Grand River Conservation Authority (GRCA) and supports the Province’s objective of improving efficiency and service delivery.
Insights from Local Experience
Kitchener’s relationship with the GRCA has been characterized by cooperation, practicality, and clear jurisdictional roles. This approach has supported timely reviews and effective permitting for over a decade.
Conservation authorities play a critical role in technical and scientific work to prevent harm from flooding, erosion, and slope instability, and fulfill Source Protection Authority responsibilities under the Clean Water Act. These functions require deep local knowledge of soils, hydrology, and watershed conditions.
Opportunities and Considerations
1. Clarifying Efficiency Measures
We welcome efforts to enhance efficiency and would appreciate clarity on how these improvements will be implemented while maintaining responsiveness to local needs.
2. Preserving Expertise and Local Input
GRCA’s scientists, engineers, and field staff are integral to effective and timely processes. Any changes should ensure this expertise and local decision-making remain central to watershed management.
3. Funding and Transition Planning
Sustainable funding is essential to support any new governance model. Clear guidance on financial transitions, municipal levies, and land holdings will help municipalities plan effectively.
Alignment with Shared Goals
We share the Province’s commitment to streamlining services and improving outcomes. At the same time, maintaining local representation and technical capacity will help ensure that efficiency gains do not come at the expense of environmental protection or responsiveness to unique watershed conditions.
Conclusion
Kitchener encourages the Province to:
· Provide clarity on efficiency measures and transition planning.
· Preserve local expertise and representation in decision-making.
· Ensure adequate resources accompany governance changes.
We look forward to continuing to work collaboratively with the Province and conservation authorities to achieve shared objectives for environmental protection and service improvement.
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