Township of Southgate – comments for ERO025-1257
The Council of the Township of Southgate would like to take this opportunity to provide comments related to ERO 025-1257.

The proposed consolidation of Conservation Authorities from 36 to 7 will leave Southgate in a similar position as it is now – with no consistent coverage across the entire Township and portions in two different Conservation Authority areas.

The Township is concerned that one of these new Conservation Authority agencies – the Huron Superior Regional Conservation Authority will be so large that planning application services provided via the existing coverage will not be available. On site inspections of impacts to watersheds and sensitive environmental features are quite common due to the significant distribution of these environs. The ability of our Township staff to easily contact and meet with staff of the Conservation Authority is part of the fact both agencies are local in their offices. An agency stretching as far as Thunder Bay – may no longer be able to provide this direct communication/relationship with the Township.

The Township is also concerned with the formation of a new Provincial Agency - The Ontario Provincial Conservation Agency – OPCA. The information provided is unclear how the creation of a new oversight agency will streamline or improve the process of managing watersheds and environs. It is also unclear how funding for this agency will be obtained – as the proposed regulation may allow for these costs to be “distributed to Conservation Authorities” – which would be a provincial downloading of these costs to Municipalities.

The Township is concerned about Conservation Authority parks and assets which require maintenance and upkeep. With a centralized office in 7 locations the concern is the lands will be sold or downloaded to municipalities to maintain. In some cases people have donated land for preservation and protection with the intent that the Authority would ensure the property is not sold or developed.

The accountability, reporting of decisions from the new Provincial Agency is also unclear and not clarified. It is unclear if there is an appeal mechanism, if the Township or residents feel decisions are not in keeping with good watershed management. To have decisions and reporting be every three (3) years is not reasonable. Decisions should be published when made – accountability is important.



