
December 17, 2025 
 
Public Input Coordinator, 
Conservation and Source Protection Branch 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
300 Water Street North tower, 5th floor 
Peterborough, ON 
K9J 3C7 
Canada 
 
Re: ERO #025-1257 – Proposed boundaries for the regional consolidation of 
Ontario’s conservation authorities 
 
We, the 94 undersigned organizations, urge you not to proceed with the amalgamation 
of Ontario’s 36 conservation authorities into seven regional conservation authorities as 
described in ERO #025-1257 and the other changes under Schedule 3 of Bill 68. These 
proposed changes are the latest in a series of changes that have systematically 
undermined the independence and decision-making power of conservation authorities 
to the detriment of community flood resilience, water quality and natural ecosystems in 
the parts of the province they serve. 
 
Conservation authorities were established as a direct response to rising concerns 
about flooding and erosion, including the incredible harm caused by Hurricane Hazel in 
1954. Unique to Ontario, they holistically regulate development and deliver 
conservation initiatives at a watershed scale for the benefit of people and the 
environment. Central to their establishment was the recognition that conservation 
authorities must embody local needs and be led by local voices. 
 
The proposed amalgamation completely contradicts this principle by concentrating 
decision-making power in the hands of the province rather than local experts. 
Specifically, the legislative changes contained within Bill 68 allow the Minister of 
Environment, Conservation and Parks to impose directions regarding the new regional 
conservation authorities’ governance, programs or services. 
 
Even if decision-making processes for the seven proposed regional conservation 
authorities were allowed to proceed independently, the proposed boundaries are far 
too sprawling to enable locally relevant decision-making. For example, the proposed 
Lake Erie Regional Conservation Authority would combine eight formerly independent 
conservation authorities into one regional authority responsible for serving 81 
municipalities with different local contexts and decision-makers. Furthermore, 
combining Lakehead Region Conservation Authority on the north shore of Lake 
Superior with authorities south of Lake Huron ignores the completely different ecology, 
hydrology and climates of these regions. It is unclear from the proposal and legislative 
amendments how this consolidation can possibly accelerate decision-making when the 
amalgamated authorities will need to serve dozens of municipalities with unique local 
needs and spanning watersheds with distinctly different environmental conditions. 

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-1257
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-1257
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-44/session-1/bill-68
https://conservationontario.ca/conservation-authorities/about-conservation-authorities
https://conservationontario.ca/conservation-authorities/about-conservation-authorities
https://conservationontario.ca/conservation-authorities/about-conservation-authorities/history-of-conservation-authorities
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-44/session-1/bill-68#BK5


The proposed amalgamation and enabling legislation also foster conditions for 
decision-makers to be far less connected to the communities they are meant to be 
serving. In doing so, it becomes far more likely that incredibly important local 
knowledge will be excluded from key decisions, leaving communities more exposed to 
the impacts of flooding and broader environmental losses. With flooding being the 
costliest natural hazard in Ontario and expected to become an even greater threat in 
the coming years, this is a change communities cannot afford. 
 
In addition to the devastating impact the proposed amalgamation could have on 
community flood resilience, there is no indication that these changes would effectively 
lead to more housing being built. For instance, while the Housing Affordability Task 
Force report outlines 55 expert recommendations on how the province can improve 
access to housing in Ontario, conservation authorities are never mentioned as a 
barrier.  
 
Furthermore, the process for proposing this amalgamation and the creation of a 
centralized agency has been marred by a lack of transparency. ERO #025-1257 does 
not make any mention of legislative changes passed as part of Bill 68 to create the new 
centralized oversight agency, leaving no clear pathway for public consultation on these 
changes. This undermines the Environmental Bill of Rights, which is meant to ensure all 
Ontarians have meaningful opportunities to comment on decisions affecting the natural 
environment. 
 
For these reasons, we urge you not to proceed with the proposed amalgamation, 
which would ultimately undermine conservation authorities’ ability to protect 
communities from floods and natural hazards. Rather, conservation authorities should 
be meaningfully supported and empowered to do their jobs efficiently and effectively 
so that people across Ontario can continue to benefit from flood resilient communities, 
clean water and a healthy natural environment. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Morris 
Conservation Policy and 

Campaigns Director 
Ontario Nature 

 

Robert Roszell 
Chair 

10,000 Trees for the Rouge 

Jessica Lax 
Executive Director 

Algonquin to Adirondacks 
Collaborative 

Deb Crawford 
Chair 

Architectural Conservancy 
Ontario 

 

Mary Lou Gerow 
Secretary 

Bancroft Field Naturalists 

Cheryl Lewandowski 
Chair 

Bird Friendly Richmond Hill 

David Laing 
President 

Brampton Environmental 
Alliance 

 

Tom Sitak 
President 

Brant for Nature 

Amy Schnurr 
Executive Director 
BurlingtonGreen 

Environmental Association 

https://www.ontario.ca/files/2023-11/mecp-ontario-provincial-climate-change-impact-assessment-en-2023-11-21.pdf
https://fao-on.org/en/communication/mr-cipi-water/
https://files.ontario.ca/mmah-housing-affordability-task-force-report-en-2022-02-07-v2.pdf
https://files.ontario.ca/mmah-housing-affordability-task-force-report-en-2022-02-07-v2.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/93e28


Jennifer Jupp 
Senior Director 

Camp Wenonah and 
Wenonah Outdoors 

 

Neil Gray 
President 

Carden Field Naturalists 

Derek Coronado 
Executive Director 

Citizens Environmental 
Alliance 

Yvon Duchesne 
Board Chairperson 

Citizens for Marshland 
Conservation 

 

Bill Cole 
Board Chair 
Clean North 

Michael Douglas 
Chair 

Concerned Citizens of 
Ramara 

Paul Berger 
Lead Organizer 

CUSP – Citizens United for a 
Sustainable Planet 

 

Erin Roger 
Director, Nature 

David Suzuki Foundation 

Barbara Steinhoff 
Executive Director 

Earthroots 

Jennifer Nantais 
Chair 

Essex County Field 
Naturalists Club 

 

Michael Mesure 
Executive Director 

FLAP Canada 

Sandra P.T. Diaz 
Board Chair 

Friends of Butternut Creek 

Sharon Boddy 
Director 

Friends of Carlington Woods/ 
Friends of Hampton Park 

 

Michelle Bondy 
Vice President 

Friends of Ojibway Prairie 

Darryl Blazino 
Chair 

Friends of Quetico Park 

Graham Flint 
Chairman 

Friends of Rural 
Communities and the 
Environment (FORCE) 

 

Susan Moore 
President 

Friends of Salmon River 

Janet Stavinga 
President and Co-Founder 

Friends of Stittsville 
Wetlands 

J. Jerreat 
Founding Member 

Frontenac Citizens for 
Climate Action (FC4CA) 

 

Lorraine van Vlymen 
President 

Ganaraska Wasaga Beach 
Hiking Club 

Kevin Thomason 
Vice-Chair 

Grand River Environmental 
Network 

Lorraine Green 
Co-Chair 

Grandmothers Act to Save 
the Planet (GASP) 

 

Peggy Hutchison 
Director 

Grey Association for Better 
Planning Inc. 

Susan Rietschin 
Chair 

Guelph Urban Forest Friends 

Hart Jansson 
Co-Founder 

Halton Action for Climate 
Emergency Now 

 

Jen Baker 
General Manager 

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

Robin Jarmer 
Chair 

Headwaters Nature 



Sharon Lovett 
Co-Chair 

High Park Nature 
 

Peter Krats & Sheila 
Flemming 

Co-Presidents 
Ingersoll District Nature Club 

 

Eric Davis 
President 

Kawartha Field Naturalists 

Janis Grant 
President 

Kingston Field Naturalists 

Nancy Vidler 
Chair 

Lambton Shores Phragmites 
Community Group 

 

Kerrie Blaise 
Founder and Legal Counsel 

Legal Advocates for Nature’s 
Defence 

Marilyn Murray 
Chair 

Lennox and Addington 
Stewardship Council 

 

Janet McKay 
Executive Director 

Local Enhancement and 
Appreciation of Forests 

 

Robert Codd 
President 

Midland-Penetanguishene 
Field Naturalists 

Jaime Kneen 
National Program Co-Lead 

MiningWatch Canada 

Max Hansgen 
President 

National Farmers Union – 
Ontario 

 

Darren MacTavish 
President 

Nature Barrie 

Judy Brisson 
President 

Nature Guelph 
 

Jennifer Evans 
President 

Nature London 
 

Joyce Sankey 
Conservation Director 

Niagara Falls Nature Club 

Linda Lackey 
Communications Working 

Group 
Nith Valley EcoBoosters 

 

James Kamstra 
President 

North Durham Nature 

Rhonda Kirby 
President 

North Shore Environmental 
Resource Advocates 

Ron McKee 
Captain 

Oakville Climate Hub – 
Climate Reality Canada 

 

Kathryn Bakos 
Chair 

Ontario Biodiversity Council 

Linda Heron 
Chair 

Ontario Rivers Alliance 

Dennis Paccagnella 
President 

Orillia Naturalists’ Club 
 

Laura Reinsborough 
Riverkeeper and CEO 
Ottawa Riverkeeper 

Kenneth Westcar 
Secretary and Treasurer 

Oxford County Trails Council 

Suzanne Crellin 
President 

Oxford Environmental Action 
Committee 

 

Glenda Clayton 
President 

Parry Sound Nature 

Cherie Dillen 
President 

Pelee Island Centre for 
Butterflies and Nature 

Linda Sunderland 
Vice President 

Peterborough Field 
Naturalists 

 

John Bacher 
Researcher 

Preservation of Agricultural 
Lands Society 

Gerry Jenkison 
President 

Prince Edward County Field 
Naturalists 



Dr. Elizabeth Churcher 
Corresponding Secretary 
Quinte Field Naturalists 

 

James Smith 
Chair, Stewardship 

Committee 
Ruthvan Park National 

Historic Site Inc. 
 

Ron Prickett 
President 

Sault Ste. Marie Naturalists 
of Ontario and Michigan 

Nancy Hurst 
Co-Founder 

Save our Streams Hamilton 
 

Tylene Appel 
Co-Chair, Coordinating 

Committee 
Seniors for Climate Action 

Now! 
 

Phyllis Waugh 
Chair, 

Seniors for Climate Action 
Now! Kingston 

Catherine Manson & Elaine 
Gareau 

Co-Chairs 
Simcoe County Kairos 

 

Ron Corkum 
President 

South Peel Naturalists’ Club 

Don McLean 
Co-Founder 

Stop Sprawl HamOnt 

Dr. Peter Beckett 
President 

Sudbury Naturalists 
 

James Appleyard 
President 

Tallgrass Ontario 

Dorthea Hangaard 
Executive Director 
The Couchiching 

Conservancy 
 

Lesley Lavender 
CEO 

The Federation of Ontario 
Cottagers’ Associations 

 

Andrew McCammon 
Executive Director 

The Ontario Headwaters 
Institute 

Bryan Smith 
Chair 

The Oxford Coalition for 
Social Justice 

 
Otto Peter 
President 

Thickson’s Woods Land 
Trust  

 

Ken Thorne 
President 

Thorne’s Insect Shoppe Ltd. 

Barbara Yurkoski 
Advocacy Lead 

Thunder Bay Field Naturalists 

John Nishikawa 
Director of Conservation 

Toronto Ornithological Club 
 

Amelia Rose Khan 
Volunteer 

Toronto350 

Tara Bauer 
Director 

Turtles Kingston 

Dani Lindamood 
Campaigns & 

Communications Director 
Water Watchers 

 

Rebecca Koroll 
President 

Waterloo Region Nature 

Cathie Coultis 
Chairperson 

West Lake Community 
Association 

Matt Mair 
President 

Willow Beach Field 
Naturalists 

 

Gloria Marsh 
Executive Director 

York Region Environmental 
Alliance 

 

Sylvia Bowman 
Conservation Director 

York Simcoe Nature Club 

 Jerri Jerreat 
Director 

Youth Imagine the Future 

 

 


