[image: Clarington logo]
Page 2

December 21, 2025

MECP Conservation and Source Protection Branch
300 Water Street North tower, 5th floor
Peterborough, ON
K9J 3C7
By email: ca.office@ontario.ca 

Re:	Comments on Proposed boundaries for the regional consolidation of Ontario’s conservation authorities; Environmental Registry of Ontario Posting: 025-1257
File No:	PLN 1.1.37
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments for consideration as part of the consultation on the regional consolidation of Ontario’s conservation authorities. 
Staff supports changes that strengthen conservation authorities by ensuring adequate resources for consistent staffing, technical expertise, and service delivery. This is in recognition of the vital role conservation authorities play in watershed management, protecting communities from natural hazards, and delivering programs that further the conservation, restoration, and management of natural resources. 
Staff also supports the continued use of watershed boundaries and a transition towards a more predictable, criteria-based permitting system for development or site alteration within conservation authority regulated areas.
Staff would not support the proposed consolidation where it would lead to changes in processes, policies, standards or fees that could hinder the protection of the natural environment, adversely affect development application processes or timelines, or result in increased costs for Clarington. 
[bookmark: _Hlk217038255]Staff is concerned about the size and diversity of the proposed Eastern Lake Ontario Conservation Authority. As a large and fast-growing municipality, Clarington’s growth forecasts and expected urbanization patterns align more closely with GTA lakeshore municipalities to the west than with the rural areas to the north and east. The Province requested to provide additional details as to how it will ensure should ensure all regional authorities are equally resourced to handle urban and rural contexts.
Conservation authority staff possess specialized knowledge of local natural heritage, hydrogeology, and agriculture. Staff is concerned that consolidation risks losing this expertise and institutional knowledge. The Province is requested to prioritize staff continuity and retention of local technical capacity throughout the process.

[bookmark: _Hlk217039038]Staff is concerned that larger boards representing many more municipalities may reduce local input and generate conflicts over budgeting and program delivery across the vast regional conservation authority. The Province is requested to clarify how municipal and stakeholder voices will be maintained under a regional conservation authority framework.
Staff looks forward to working collaboratively with the Province to better support conservation authorities by improving consistency and finding efficiencies in process while maintaining the valuable local knowledge and technical expertise of conservation authority staff, and the established collaborative working relationships between conservation authorities and municipalities.   
[bookmark: _Hlk217039660]For consideration, please find enclosed as Attachment 1: Draft staff responses to Consolidating Conservation Authorities Discussion Questions 
Please note these comments are subject to Council’s ratification at its upcoming meeting on January 26, 2026.  
Yours sincerely, 

Lisa Backus, MCIP, RPP
Manager of Community Planning, Planning and Infrastructure Services
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