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Re: Natural Resources Regulatory and Permit Reform Initiative: Proposing changes to the Renewable Energy on Crown Land
Submitted by: Energy Storage Canada (ESC)
Date: December 21, 2025
Energy Storage Canada (ESC) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the Ministry of Natural Resources’ proposed changes to the Renewable Energy on Crown Land policy, as posted to the Environmental Registry of Ontario.
ESC is the national trade association representing the energy storage industry in Canada. Our members include developers, owners, manufacturers, utilities, Indigenous partners, and service providers working to deploy energy storage technologies that support a reliable, affordable, and low‑emissions electricity system. In Ontario, energy storage is already playing a growing role in meeting peak demand, supporting system reliability, and enabling the efficient integration of renewable generation.
ESC offers general support for the proposed policy changes and welcomes the Government of Ontario’s continued recognition that public lands have an important role to play in supporting energy development and related infrastructure. The policy sends a positive signal that Crown lands can and should be leveraged, where appropriate, to advance provincial electricity system objectives.
ESC supports the Ministry of Natural Resources’ intent to better align its consideration of energy projects on Crown land with provincially led energy planning and procurement processes, including those administered by the Independent Electricity System Operator. Greater alignment across ministries and agencies is essential to delivering timely, cost‑effective energy infrastructure and avoiding unnecessary permitting risk or duplication.
While ESC supports the overall policy direction, we respectfully recommend that the scope of the Renewable Energy on Crown Land policy be expanded to explicitly include energy storage technologies. The current policy focuses primarily on wind, solar, and waterpower projects. However, energy storage is now a core component of Ontario’s electricity system and is increasingly procured by the IESO as a standalone resource. Storage assets provide capacity, operating reserves, regulation services, and other system benefits that are essential to maintaining reliability as electricity demand grows and the system evolves.
Excluding energy storage from the policy framework risks creating unnecessary uncertainty for projects that may be optimally sited on Crown land, either as standalone facilities or co‑located with renewable generation or transmission infrastructure. ESC therefore recommends that the policy be amended to explicitly recognize and encourage energy storage development on Crown land, or that the Ministry issue comparable policy direction clarifying that energy storage projects are also supported and encouraged on public lands, consistent with provincial energy objectives.
ESC supports the policy’s emphasis on the fulfilment of the Crown’s Duty to Consult and the importance of Indigenous economic benefits arising from energy development on public lands. Energy storage projects, particularly when paired with renewable generation or located near load centres, can offer meaningful opportunities for Indigenous participation, ownership, and long‑term economic benefit. ESC members have demonstrated strong interest in partnering with Indigenous communities in project development, operations, and supply chains.
ESC notes that the proposed policy references environmental approvals primarily through the Renewable Energy Approval regulation and the Ontario Waterpower Association Class Environmental Assessment, which generally apply to wind, solar, and waterpower projects. Given the growing deployment of energy storage, ESC recommends that the policy also acknowledge the broader environmental assessment framework applicable to storage projects, including the Environmental Assessment Act and the role of Environmental Studies and Reports and other project‑specific studies that support energy storage project approvals. Clarifying the relevant approval pathways would improve regulatory transparency and reduce uncertainty for proponents, regulators, and communities alike.
ESC would welcome the opportunity to meet with Ministry officials at any time to discuss the proposed policy changes and to provide further information on the significant role that energy storage can play in Ontario’s electricity system. Continued collaboration between the Ministry, the IESO, and industry stakeholders will be critical to successfully delivering the infrastructure needed to meet Ontario’s growing energy needs.
	
Sincerely, 
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Justin Rangooni 
Chief Executive Officer 
Energy Storage Canada 
	
Andrew Thiele
Sr. Director Policy and Government Relations 
Energy Storage Canada
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