Bill 98 – Comments for Submission to the Province

The Township of Southgate wishes to submit the following comments in response to ERO 026-0300, related to Bill 98: The Building Homes and Improving Transportation Infrastructure Act, 2026.

Streamlining and standardizing Official Plans
The Township does not support the proposed streamlining of Official Plans as the information outlined in the proposed structure is typically found in any Official Plan. While it may not be in the same place – anyone can find this information through searching the document. To impose these costs to the municipalities, particularly when we continue to wait to be ‘made whole’ from changes like Bill 109, add to the tax burden already greatly increased by provincial downloading.

There is also a lack of clarity on how these changes will be implemented. The removal of climate change and environmental policies represents a stepping back of efforts to mitigate and limit environmental impacts on communities. It is also unclear of the local context of communities will be respected by allowing flexibility in the policy designations and their implementation.

Smaller municipalities like our Township should be provided greater time to prepare for and obtain approval of Official Plan changes from the upper-tier. Any support from the province for offsetting of costs for these updates would be appreciated.

Complementary Changes to support implementation of Streamlining and Standardizing Official Plans and Site Plan: Prohibiting mandatory municipal enhanced development standards and Green Building Standards
The Township does not support the removal of policies and provisions related to EDS and Green Building standards. Ensuring developments contribute to their impacts to the community is what helps these projects to integrate into the surrounding area. Encouraging Green Building standards helps encourage new or redeveloped projects to aim for the highest and most efficient building envelopes – reducing greenhouse gas emissions and draw on electrical and water systems. These changes are short sited for the broader implications on the electrical grid and water/wastewater systems.

Minimum Lot Sizes
The Township does not support the proposed reduction of lot sizes, for urban serviced residential lots to 175 square metres. This shows a clear lack of understanding to the context of snowbelt municipalities. During significant snow events, communities struggle to find room for snow with our lot sizes being as low as 300 square metres on lands subject to Municipal Zoning Orders. Further reductions will make these communities virtually impassable and potentially impose significant costs to the Township for new equipment. Small lot sizes also provide for less green space to absorb water during significant rain events – which may impose greater stormwater management costs to developers. Such small lot sizes are not typical for rural communities such as Southgate or our urban area of Dundalk.
It is also unclear if these changes will be retroactive to all MZO’s, which are in effect in the Township.

Ministerial Zoning Orders
The Township does not support changes to remove the requirement to give notice of revoking or making changes to an MZO. Providing these notices gives our staff an indication to prepare for changes or make new zoning regulations if an MZO is removed. This lack of notice will leave municipalities unprepared for changes.

Encumbered Parkland and Privately Owned Public Spaces (POPS)
The Township is concerned that this may have unintended consequences to the Subdivision Process (administered by Grey County, the Upper-Tier we are a part of). The Township does not support being forced to accept encumbered parkland – as this may reduce the ability to program or use these types of land. The Township, in these cases, would prefer cash-in-lieu.

The Township thanks the province for taking these comments into consideration. Additional comments for the various additional EROs posted will be provided.


Bill 98 – Building Homes & Improving Transportation Infrastructure Act – Attachment 1
Report to Southgate Council – April 15, 2026	
Page 1 of 6
