ERO 026-0302 

The Township of Southgate would like to submit the following comments regarding the above noted ERO regarding Communal drinking water and wastewater system municipal consent requirements.

The Township does not agree with the proposed approached – that if criteria (which have not been specified) are met, the Township must provide consent. This places a potential burden to utility payers of municipalities, where developers or future condo boards should be responsible for these costs.

If the Province is going to establish criteria, the Township would suggest the following:
· That ministry certification/approvals be required before a Municipality is forced to give consent. This includes establishing inspections done by the Province and reporting results to the Municipality at regular intervals (at least twice per year). The province should come up with the appropriate quality management criteria.
· Prior to issuance of an ECA or approvals by the Province, the Municipality be given an opportunity to provide comments.
· The developer/condo board is required to have proper liability insurance in place for system failures or repairs.
· Compatible systems to those used by the Township be required – this can be noted in the comment process for any provincial permit/approvals.
· Regular inspections by the Province and Township be required – any costs of the municipal inspection would be the developer/condo board/system operator.
· The system operator must provide yearly reporting of capital plans, expenditures and reserves to the Province and Municipality.
· That financial securities are required for future maintenance.
· That the appropriate ministry MUST communicate with the municipality that there have been issues with a specific system operator/condo board and what remedies or actions have been required.
· That the Municipality can opt out of consent if regular reporting and inspections are not carried out.
· Transferred systems must have operational training provided if the municipality’s current operations do not utilize those technologies or equipment. 
· What if system operations are classified at a higher level than the current operators’ licensing is applicable to train & upgrade licenses. 
· This will impact on a municipality’s staffing level operations and increase travel distances, possibly fleet increase, O&M costs.
· User pay system could have financial hardship to accommodate for customer.

The Township also recommends the province provide a fund to municipalities to help offset increased costs when a municipality must take over these services. Allowing rural developments, in locations where primary services (sewer and water) are cost prohibitively expensive for servicing extensions are a Provincial decision that does not represent good planning. Allowing these systems as an extension of existing rural settlement areas may be a more balanced approach.
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