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May 14, 2026
Electronic Submission only

ATTENTION: 	
[bookmark: _Hlk165971600]Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Housing Policy and Planning Division 
777 Bay Street, 13th floor
[bookmark: _Int_CJnVheXn]Toronto, ON  M7A 2J3
PlanningConsultation@Ontario.ca


ERO Posting No. 026-0305: Proposed Changes to Various Regulations Under the Planning Act to Facilitate the Electronic Submission of Information and Materials to Approval Authorities and Allow Notices to be Given Electronically to the Province


Background 

[bookmark: _Hlk210299949]On March 30, 2026, ERO No.026-0305 Proposed Changes to Various Regulations Under the Planning Act to Facilitate the Electronic Submission of Information and Materials to Approval Authorities and Allow Notices to be Given Electronically to the Province was posted to the Environmental Registry of Ontario with a 45-day commenting period (comments due by May 14, 2026).  

As part of the proposed Building Homes and Improving Transportation Infrastructure Act, 2026, the Ontario government is seeking public feedback on regulatory changes to modernize land use planning administration.

Four regulations under the Planning Act would be amended to eliminate the requirement for original or certified paper copies and enable electronic submission of required notices to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing:
· O. Reg. 543/06: Official plans and plan amendments
· O. Reg. 545/06: Zoning by-laws, holding by-laws and interim control by-laws
· O. Reg. 544/06: Plans of subdivision
· O. Reg. 197/96: Consent applications

Affected processes include notices of public meetings, open houses, applications and complete applications, and adoption of proposed official plans or plan amendments. These changes are intended to streamline and expedite the review of land use planning matters.

Comments
The City of Burlington has consistently supported the Province's objective of streamlining and expediting the development review process. In that regard, the City notes that it has already transitioned fully to digital application submissions, accepting all required information and materials in digital format and eliminating the need for original or certified copies. The City has similarly moved toward digital-first practices in its application circulation and notification processes, providing notices and other materials for public information in a digital format wherever possible, and upon request, can make them available as physical copies. 

The City welcomes provincial guidance on how notice requirements under the Planning Act may be formally satisfied through digital means and looks forward to any regulatory or legislative changes that would provide clarity and consistency in this area.

Next Steps
Please accept this letter as the City of Burlington’s submission on ERO Posting No. 026-0305. Given the short period for consultation the attached comments have not been approved by City Council. This letter will be shared through an upcoming Council Information Package. Should Council determine any additional comments or refinements are required, the province will be advised at the earliest opportunity.
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